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If you could take fewer 
pills, why wouldn’t you?
When it comes to arthritis* and body pain 
relief, you can take fewer pills with Aleve®. Just 
two Aleve have the strength to last all day. 
That would take four times as many Tylenol®. † 
Fewer pills. All-day relief.

 For a coupon to try Aleve, visit aleve.com
*Use as directed for minor arthritis pain. 
 †Comparison to Extra Strength Tylenol based on minimum label dosing for 24 hours.
 © 2010 Bayer HealthCare LLC.
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Own Gov’t Issued Gold Coins 

$12500
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1-800-514-9034
MASTERCARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK

SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO ONE TIME ONLY PURCHASE OF 10 COINS ($1,250) PER 
HOUSEHOLD PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS.

BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-
COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS ACCORDING TO TIME AND DATE OF ORDER.

AT-COST OFFER IS STRICTLY LIMITED TO A ONE TIME ONLY 
PURCHASE OF A MAXIMUM 10 COINS PER HOUSEHOLD.
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Dozens of memorials and monuments honor the Allied World 
War II airborne and ground sacrifi ces of D-Day, but until 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.5 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security;  adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth.
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 Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 
FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION.

 Unlike other mesothelioma lawyers, we 

are veterans who share your values and are 
personally commited throughout your case.  

Unparalleled track record securing millions of 
dollars to help pay for healthcare and support 
their families. 
  

We offer free, no-obligation consultation 
nationwide, and do not expect compensation 
until your suit has succeeded. 

 Attention Victims of Asbestos-Related

MESOTHELIOMA

We have over 20 years of experience successfully 
representing  veterans stricken by asbestos-
related mesothelioma.

EXPERIENCE:

SERVICE:

RESULTS:

COMMITMENT:

Trusted attorneys.
Fellow veterans.

Your best choice 
in a time of need.
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Justice for Victims of

You don’t 
have to 

fight this 
alone.

Asbestos 
Diseases

Have you or a loved one been 
diagnosed with or died from 
mesothelioma or asbestos-related 
lung cancer? If so, you have been 
wronged and may be entitled to 
monetary compensation.

At Bergman Draper & Frockt we’ve 
been helping veterans harmed by 
asbestos exposure throughout the 
United States and Canada learn their 
rights and obtain justice for over 30 
years, having obtained millions of 
dollars for our clients. Let us help you, 
too.

Please, phone us today for your free, 
no obligation legal consultation. 
Don’t let another minute pass 
without claiming the compensation 
you deserve.

Call Toll Free: 888.647.6007
www.bergmanlegal.com

The Northwest’s Leading Asbestos Law Firm

American LegionAmerican Legion

Spokane, WA
Spokane, WA
Spokane, WA

2010

EXCLUSIVE WEBCAST
Live from Spokane, Washington
August 13-17

To watch live coverage of the 
American Legion Baseball World Series,  
visit: www.legion.org/baseball

CATCH IT LIVE!
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I began reading this article, 
but stopped when I reached the 
line about “greenhouse gases 
that contribute to climate 
change,” at which point I moved 
on to the next article. I’m 
amazed at the rampant igno-
rance espoused by science in 
the “global warming” debate. 
I have several very good books 
that do an excellent job of 
exposing the myth of human-
created climate change. The 
recent revelation about e-mails 
that circulated back and forth 
between East Anglia University, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, and other 
fraud-perpetuating organiza-
tions and “scientists” provides 
further proof that science is 
being perverted on a global 
scale when it comes to the issue 
of a man-made climate.

Jay Stuller’s article may have 
been interesting. I don’t know. 
I suspect it was unscientifi c and 
agenda-plagued, so I wasted no 
time in passing it by.

– Charles Busbey, Dripping Springs, Texas

The article on a smart grid 
made me think of rediscovering 
the wheel. When I entered the 
electric-power business 54 years 
ago, our municipal utility was 
not hooked to the grid. Diesel/
dual-fuel units were added or 
taken offl ine as the local 

system’s demand rose or fell. 
Our small hydro units were 
prevented from being used as 
“peakers” by the Department of 
Natural Resources, but the 
yearly output as run-of-river 
was probably about the same.

When natural gas became 
available, it was called “dump 
gas” and offered at low cost 
except on the coldest days. 
Then came the Arab boycott. 
We hooked to the grid, found a 
utility whose peak demand time 
differed from ours and used our 
units only during their peak 
time . Smart grid, or just trying 
to do the best for customers?

– Dave Hoff , Barron, Wis. 

‘Friend or Foe?’
As a veteran who served in 

the Army during the Korean 
War, I read with interest the 
article about China (March). 
Although Alan Dowd does not 
discuss the role of communist 
China during the Korean War, 
there would be a unifi ed Korea 
today if the communist hordes 
had not intervened.

As he says, China continues to 
“disguise its ambition and hide 
its claws.” This is documented 
by the trade war China is 
winning at America’s expense. 
The short-term effect of out-
sourcing product manufacturing 
to China is a serious impact on 

‘Get Smart’ 
I enjoyed Jay Stuller’s article on the 

smart grid (March). As a member of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association, one of the nonprofi ts in the 
middle of this eff ort, I see three keys to 
achieving the “smartness” Stuller details: 
the promotion of technical standards, 
favorable federal and state policies, and 
consumer acceptance. Progress to date 
has been extremely rapid, and the 
deployment of the smart grid stands as a shining success in Washington. It’s a 
testament to what Americans can do when policies are structured to foster a 
cooperative environment between industry leaders and federal agencies.

– Paul A. Molitor, Ellsworth, Wis.

The Magazine for a Strong America
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our economy. The long-term 
effect is the destruction of 
U.S. manufacturing might.

Veterans can help prevent this 
by only buying American-made 
products and encouraging others 
to do the same. If we are to 
continue to have a strong 
America, we who know that 
freedom is not free must speak 
out on this important issue.

– Grover L. Porter, Hendersonville, Tenn.

For the United States to get 
involved in trade agreements 
with countries that have labor 
costs far below ours was an 
invitation for an imbalance of 
trade, especially with China. 
Our government offi cials were 
warned of what would happen, 
but many remain convinced it 
was necessary to sign the 
agreements as made. That was 
the door to such big trade 
imbalances, the loss of jobs and 
some U.S. companies moving 
their operations overseas, 
evidently to save on operating 
costs. We do not need our nation 
to be made subservient to any 
country, but that could very well 
be where we are headed if we do 
not get our public servants away 
from their partisan BS and 
demand they follow the Consti-
tution and the will of the people.

– Lucian A. Mascarella, Mebane, N.C.

Federal ‘net neutrality’
Rep. Donna Edwards’ version 

of “net neutrality” (Big Issues, 
March) would be the way PBS is 
controlled. The taxpayers spent 
billions for the 700-plus TV and 
radio outlets that, during the 
most recent presidential cam-
paign, were the media outlet of 

the Democratic party. There is 
no attempt at balanced, “neu-
tral” programming. It is a sham.

Edwards would love nothing 
better than to be able to make 
bloggers and Web sites jump 
through liberal hoops and 
submit to endless committees, 
etc., before they post. We have 
seen how tyrannical govern-
ments such as those in Iran, 
China, North Korea and Venezu-
ela use an iron hand to control 
the Internet for their citizens. 
We don’t need net neutrality.

– Kermit Smith, Hampton, Ga. 

I was irritated to read the 
comments of Rep. Cliff Stearns. 
He obviously sides with the big 
corporations (which I read as 
“campaign contributors”) 
regarding who can control 
access to the Internet for fun 
and profi t. Net neutrality re-
quires regulation, in the same 
way fair competition requires 
antitrust regulation to keep 
capitalism alive and well. 

Without it, we’ll have end-user 
abuse, the eradication of small 
businesses and the proliferation 
of Internet oligopolies. This is 
not the way to promote innova-
tion and nurture high-tech 
industries.

It was always the intention 
of the Internet’s creators for it 
to be free and clear of interfer-
ence. Deny net neutrality, and 
we’ll have an online environment 
not unlike that of China, where 
entities can restrict freedom and 
censor access to information.

– John Wesser, Wheaton, Ill.

Correction  
Thank you for printing my 

letter concerning health-care 
reform (February). The only 
problem is that my last name 
was misspelled; the correct 
spelling is Bianchini. I only wish 
it was spelled correctly for the 
chance that one of my fellow 
Vietnam veterans would see the 
letter and get in touch with me.

– Albert Bianchini, Pittsburgh

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206
magazine@legion.org

The September issue of The American Legion Magazine will focus on military 
families. We’d like to hear about your family’s involvement with the Legion 
family – The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of 
The American Legion. Are you multigenerational? Have you just joined? 
Please send us your story, in 200 words or less, for possible inclusion in the 
magazine and/or online publication. Submissions cannot be returned, 
so please do not send original photos or documents.

SEND YOUR STORIES

The American 
Legion Magazine
Legion Family Tree
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206

magazine@legion.org 
DoD
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ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS COAST GUARD

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

YES. I wish to order an Exclusive War Veteran Ring, with my
personal birthstones, initials and year dates of service. (Check choices)

Please send my FREE American Flag Pin!
WWII Korean Service Korea Defense Vietnam Service
Vietnam Campaign Desert Storm (not shown) Iraq Afghanistan

Service Branch: Army Navy Air Force Marine Coast Guard
Merchant Marine (not shown) Navy Seal (not shown) Seabee (not shown)

Initials Desired (3): _____ _____ _____ Service Yrs: ______ to ______

Birthstone Month†(1):_______________ Ring Size (if known) _____________
© ICM 2009 - 2010 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office as sculpture.

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments
of $59.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment.
A custom ring sizer will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit.

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________________State_______Zip __________

Phone # (_______)___________ Email ____________________________
† April (Diamond Birthstones) add $100.00* to first payment.
* Plus $14.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling.
PA residents add 6% state sales tax.

TOHONORWWII, VIETNAM,KOREA,DESERTSTORM,AFGHANISTANANDIRAQVETERANS

UNITED STATES MIL I TARY
WAR VETERAN BIRTHSTONE RINGS
Featuring the Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials, Service Branch Emblems and Your Personal Birthstones

TOHONORWWII, VIETNAM,KOREA,DESERTSTORM,AFGHANISTANANDIRAQVETERANS

U NIT E D S TATES MIL I TARY
WAR VETERAN BIRTHSTONE RINGS
Featuring the Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials, Service Branch Emblems and Your Personal Birthstones

FOR MORE FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

WWII Ring shown below with
Navy emblem & Sapphires.

Vietnam Service Ring, center, shown
with Army emblem & Diamonds.

JANUARY

GARNET

FEBRUARY

AMETHYST

MARCH

AQUAMARINE

APRIL

DIAMOND†

MAY

EMERALD

JUNE

ALEXANDRITE

JULY

RUBY

AUGUST

PERIDOT

SEPTEMBER

SAPPHIRE

OCTOBER

ROSE ZIRCON

NOVEMBER

GOLDEN SAPPHIRE

DECEMBER

BLUE ZIRCON

FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER:1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm EST. Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

COHBRS-ALM-0510

We proudly present our Official Veterans Military
Service Rings as powerful reminders of the bravery
and sacrifice made by so many Veterans during these

terrible conflicts. The tops of each ring feature solid 10KT
Gold Military Service Emblems mounted on gleaming
capstones (Army-Black Onyx; Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine, Navy Seal, Seabee- Blue; Marine- Red) and two
of your personal birthstones. The sides are sculptures of
your War medal and ribbon in official colors, and your
War Memorial or Service Branch Emblem. Each ring is custom-
crafted in America using genuine sterling silver, richly detailed
in 22KT antiqued Gold.

As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring
will be engraved on the inner band with your

initials and the year dates of your service.
“Thank you” priced at a remarkably low $239*

(Diamond Birthstone Rings are $339*), an affordable
payment plan is also available. Your satisfaction is
guaranteed or you may return your ring within 30

days for replacement or refund – no questions asked.
So, order yours today!

You have earned the right to wear this special ring.

CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: NAMES REFER TO COLOR. EACH DIAMOND IS GENUINE .05 ct. IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN
ALSO AVAILABLE!

CHOICE OF 10KT GOLD SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM

FREE
FLAG PIN
with every order.

Korea Defense & Vietnam Campaign Rings, above, NOW AVAILABLE!

Korean War Service Ring shown above
with Marine emblem & Rubies.

NEW!
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The American Legion family delivered a message in February. But we 
didn’t speak. We roared. How else does one explain how, with little 
advance notice, American Legion posts, Auxiliary units, Sons of The 
American Legion squadrons and American Legion Riders chapters 
rallied their members, spread the word and generated the votes needed 
for Operation Comfort Warriors to fi nish fi rst among 729 competing 
charities in Pepsi’s Refresh Everything Project? The result: an additional 
$250,000 to purchase comfort items for men and women recovering in 
U.S. military hospitals and warrior-transition units around the globe.

Veterans have always been a determined lot, but there was something 
new added to this equation: the power of social media. As my Twitter 
followers and Facebook friends can attest, I have been preaching this 
gospel since before my days as national commander. The Refresh 
Everything Project, however, proved my theory true.

Although The American Legion nominated Operation Comfort War-
riors for the contest in mid-January, we didn’t learn until Feb. 1 – the 
fi rst day of Internet voting – that the program had passed all the neces-
sary qualifi cation hurdles. By Feb. 3, we had rocketed from 27th place to 
second. By the fi nal weekend of the month, we were on top.

We relied on our Web site, the Online Update, the Dispatch and exter-
nal media. The American Legion Auxiliary fi red off an e-mail blast. So 
did our friends in Legion Riders. Departments linked to the Refresh 
Everything Web site and reminded people to vote for OCW. American 
Legion family newspapers and newsletters published announcements. 
Facebook friends chatted. People Tweeted and re-Tweeted. By the middle 
of February, I Googled “Pepsi and American Legion” and found page 
after page of posts encouraging people to vote for this great program.

Getting the word out quickly has always been a challenge for an 
organization as large as The American Legion. With 55 autonomous 
departments and more than 14,000 equally autonomous posts, reaching 
our rank and fi le requires more than simply fl icking a switch. Yet the 
word did get out, and enough people voted daily for us to fi nish fi rst.

Operation Comfort Warriors, at www.legion.org/ocw, is modeled after 
an earlier Legion fundraiser for troops recovering at Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center in Germany. While the care at most U.S. military hospi-
tals and warrior-transition units is fi rst-rate, Operation Comfort Warriors 
was created to provide so-called “non-essential” items that don’t show 
up as budget lines on government spreadsheets: iPods, electronic games 
and DVDs for patients, or pool tables and entertainment centers for their 
common areas. The Legion pays all administrative and operating costs 
for OCW out of its own budget. This means that 100 percent of dona-
tions – including the Pepsi grant – go directly to helping the troops. 
These gifts won’t make the patients “whole” again, but they do show 
them that we care about them and appreciate their sacrifi ce.

On May 31, this nation will observe Memorial Day, a solemn day 
during which we remember our war dead. As much as we revere these 
heroes, let’s not forget the more than 35,000 troops wounded in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The fallen would want us to take care of their friends.

The power of The American Legion family

MEMORANDA

LEGACY RUN 2010: The goal is 
$450,000. The distance is more 
than 1,400 miles. The fi fth annual 
American Legion Legacy Run will 
loop through America’s heartland 
Aug. 22-26. Motorcyclists from all 
over the country will gather in 
Indianapolis, or join the run along 
the way, to raise money and 
awareness for The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship, which 
provides college funds for children 
of U.S. military men and women 
killed on duty since 9/11. Register 
or learn more about the run 
online.

  www.legion.org/riders

WORLD SERIES LIVE ON WEB: 
The American Legion Baseball 
World Series will again be 
broadcast live on www.legion.org
this summer. Every game of the 
Aug. 13-17 tournament will be 
streamed live from Avista Stadium 
in Spokane, Wash. Former Major 
League superstars and American 
Legion Baseball alums will provide 
commentary throughout the 
series, which will also include 
coach and player interviews 
between games. Last year, nearly 
20,000 unique visitors viewed 
2.4 million minutes of Legion 
World Series baseball on the Web. 
Find out more online.

  www.legion.org/baseball

National Commander 
Clarence E. Hill
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ADVANCED TRAMPOLINE SPRING SOLE

Just call (800) 429-0039 and mention
offer code: MG4EBA3 or visit
www.gdefy.com/MG4EBA3 to request
your FREE GDEFY BALLISTICS today!

Gravity Defyers relieve pain in your ankles, knees and back. They reduce
fatigue so you can exercise longer with less effort and provide instant
comfort with internal cooling. They’re so good they are even 
recommended by podiatrists, orthopedists and chiropractors to alleviate
the stress of aging. So let your shoes absorb the impact instead of your
body. Try the new GDEFY XLR8  by Gravity Defyer today!

I enthusiastically recommend
the Gravity Defyer shoes for
everyone. 
Mark L. Vinick, D.C., C.A.S..

Introducing the GDEFY XLR8 from Gravity Defyer.  Their advanced tram-
poline spring shock absorbers relieve pain and helps to improve your
physical condition through rebounding --a safe low impact exercise that
has been proven to boost your cardiovascular system, activate your im-
mune system and increase your bone density.  

TRY THEM 30 DAYS RISK FREE

PAIN
RELIEving FOOTWEAR

Absorbs Shock

Propels You
Forward

Eliminates Pain
Reduces Fatigue

Energizing
Every Step.

Helping You to
be More Active

Feel Like You’re Defying Gravity... Walk Pain Free
with Less Fatigue. Try Them FREE for 30 Days. 

Ankle & foot
pain gone 

Exercise
20% longer 

w/ no
fatigue 

Most 
comfortable
shoe ever

owned

4 out of 5 
purchase

another pair
within 3 mos.

Advanced Trampoline Spring Sole
Trampoline Membrane Heel
Smart Memory Master Spring
Twin Stabilizer Coils
AVS3  Sole Ventilation System

Perfect-Fit Width Adjuster
Anti-Microbial Comfort Fit
Insole

When your feet hurt, your whole body hurts.

TM

T R A M P O L I N E   S P R I N G   T E C H N O L O G Y

See more dress, 
casual and athletic
shoes online.
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Legalize undocumented immigrants

Rep. Solomon P. Ortiz, 
D-Texas

 Ortiz is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Readiness.

SUPPORT
Rep. Jason Chaff etz, R-Utah

 Chaff etz is a member of the House 
Immigration Reform Caucus.

OPPOSE

This bill is a unifi ed effort by many members of 
Congress, including the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, who all want to make this country a 
better place.

With it, we would ensure our borders are safe 
and secure, while allowing 
millions of people living in this 
country access to a path to 
residency and citizenship. This 
is not an amnesty. Undocu-
mented immigrants currently 
living in this country would 
have to pay a $500 fi ne, submit 
to thorough criminal and security background 
checks, and learn English and U.S. civics to be 
considered for a six-year conditional visa. After 
that, those with visas would be eligible to apply 
for residency. This bill would allow millions of 
people already living in this country the right to 
integrate into society.

Through the diligent efforts of this legislation’s 
93 cosponsors in Congress, as well as of immigra-
tion-advocacy groups and labor organizations, 
we have a comprehensive immigration plan that 
has the potential to truly help better this country 
and its people.

For too long, immigrant families have been 
separated, and young children have had to grow 
up in this country without their parents. The 
system has not allowed the complete potential of 
our nation to emerge, and productive workers have 
lived in fear and shadows.

We need a system that is tough on enforcement 
but fair to taxpayers and our work force, and that 
ends the exploitation and abuses rife in our 
current system. 

This is also about ending illegal immigration, 
and to do so, we need to set up a thorough 
employment-verifi cation system that will prevent 
abuse by employers. 

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

Freedom isn’t free. Our veterans know this 
perhaps better than anyone. U.S. citizenship, 
which confers the benefi ts of that freedom, 
shouldn’t be free, either.

Unfortunately, some believe the freedoms 
bought and paid for by 
previous generations 
should be free for the 
taking by anyone who 
succeeds in crossing our 
borders, even illegally.

Our nation’s rich immigra-
tion history recognizes and 

celebrates the contributions of generations of 
immigrants. But our national and homeland 
security are undermined by porous borders 
and a broken immigration system. We face 
severe economic strain and high unemployment 
while businesses employ millions of illegal 
immigrants in violation of our laws. Drugs 
and weapons are routinely smuggled across 
our borders.

I reached out to House colleagues from both 
parties, seeking to bridge the partisan divide on 
immigration reform. My simple and common-
sense resolution, House Resolution 1026, states 
that Congress should ensure employers have a 
legal work force by making E-Verify mandatory 
and holding employees accountable, providing 
suffi cient border infrastructure and manpower to 
secure and control our borders, and rejecting 
amnesty and any legal status that pardons those 
here in violation of our laws.

Our government has a duty and responsibil-
ity to make our fi rst immigration priority the 
enforcement of existing laws by ensuring that 
illegal behavior is punished, not rewarded. 
Any discussion of comprehensive reform must 
therefore begin, not end, with a renewed commit-
ment to enforcement.

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

The Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
for America’s Security and Prosperity Act 

is a proposed solution to the broken 
immigration system. Critics say 

it fails to curb illegal immigration.
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Ease of use,  peace of mind.

Be able to bathe safely,
without worry 
with a Premier Walk-In Bath.

Name

Telephone (                 )

Address 

City State Zip

Send to:  
Premier Care in Bathing Inc.  
2330 South Nova Rd., South Daytona, Florida 32119

❏✔  Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE about  
Premier Care Walk-In Baths.

Independence and security are only a phone 
call away. If you or a loved one struggle taking 
a bath, talk to us at Premier Care in Bathing 
about our extensive range of walk-in baths.

of slipping or falling.

and exiting.

 
      aches and pains.

Offer subject to 
approval from 
GE Money Bank

1-800-578-2899

“Transform your 
bathroom and 
transform your life.”
 Karen Grassle ~

1335050
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Proper dental care lets us keep our teeth 
longer and dramatically reduces the risk of 
heart attack or stroke, researchers say. Studies 
are now indicating it might also preserve our 
memory as we age.

Dr. Richard Crout, associate dean for research 
at West Virginia University School of Dentistry, 
recently received a grant to expand a study he 
began several years ago. His research involved 
nearly 300 older West Virginians, and discovered 
about one-quarter of them suffered from a 
combination of mild to moderate memory loss, 
as well as gum and dental disease.

“We’ve known for a while that there’s a link 
between cardiovascular disease and dementia, 
and between strokes and dementia,” Crout says. 
“We felt the possible link between cognition and 
oral health was understudied.”

Gum disease releases a 
variety of infl ammatory 
byproducts into our 
bodies, some of which 
can spread to affect the 
heart. It is yet undeter-
mined as to whether 
it’s the bacteria or the 
body’s response to 
infl ammation that 
causes the problems. 

As we age, some of our memories fade, so 
Crout’s study will explore if that fading actually 
begets poor dental health or vice versa. That’s a 
point raised by University of North Carolina  
gerontologist Dr. Bei Wu, who shares Crout’s 
grant and research challenge.

“At this stage, we assume the linkage works 
both ways,” Wu says. “It’s possible that cognitive 
decline is one factor in poor oral health, and it’s 
also possible that poor oral health triggers 
cognitive decline.”

Crout says his hypothesis is that a reduction in 
infl ammatory byproducts, supported by im-
proved oral hygiene, could correlate with 
improved mental health.

If there is a link, could better dental health 
slow or reverse mental decline? Possibly, Wu 

says. “We’ll look for infl ammatory markers 
in the blood to see if there’s a link to 
memory problems, and then we’ll 

continued on page 15

The life-expectancy gap
Life expectancy in the United States 
has increased to 77.9 years, reports 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. That fi gure, based 
on 2007 data, is up from 77.7 years in 
2006 and continues a gain of 1.4 years 
during the past decade. As in prior years, 
there’s a gender diff erence. Women have 
a life expectancy of 80.5 years compared 
to 75.3 years for men, a diff erence of 
5.2 years. To bridge the gap, there’s 
always exercise. In a recent study of 
4,384 middle-aged and older adults in 
New Zealand who were followed 
for nearly nine years, even moderate 
physical activity signifi cantly 
lowered the likelihood of 
early death. 

Pollution linked to heart attacks 
Smoggy air harms more than just the lungs. 

Heart attacks are more frequent on 
days when air-pollution levels are 

high, according to a Canadian 
study of 400,000 emergency-

department visits in seven 
cities. Two pollutants in 
particular, nitrogen dioxide 
and carbon monoxide, are 

most likely to trigger heart 
problems. Reporting in the 
journal Environmental Health, 

the researchers also found that 
emergency visits for asthma 
and other respiratory problems 

increase on days when the level 
of ozone, a common air 
pollutant, is high.Media Bakery

Media Bakery
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This is important information if you’ve been 
hospitalized with heart-related chest pain or 
had a heart attack. That’s because these conditions, 
known as Acute Coronary Syndrome—or ACS—are 
usually caused when blood platelets stick together and 
form clots that block blood flow to your heart. And if 
you’ve already had a clot, you’re at an increased risk 
for a future heart attack or stroke.

PLAVIX, taken with 
other heart medicines, 
helps provide greater 
protection against heart 
attack or stroke than 
other heart medicines alone. 
That’s because prescription PLAVIX works differently 
than your cholesterol and blood pressure medications, 
focusing on your blood platelets to help keep them from 
sticking together and forming clots.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

© 2010 Bristol-Myers Squibb/Sanofi Pharmaceuticals Partnership

Help stop a clot before a clot stops you.

You can help protect against the formation of clots and
reduce your risk of a future heart attack or stroke.

To learn more, talk to your doctor today.
Or visit www.plavix.com or call 1.800.680.8975

Important Safety Information: People with stomach 
ulcers or other conditions that cause bleeding should 
not use PLAVIX. Taking PLAVIX alone or with some 
other medicines, including aspirin, may increase 
bleeding risk, so tell your doctor when planning 
surgery. Certain genetic factors and some medicines, 
such as Prilosec, may affect how PLAVIX works. Tell 
your doctor all the medicines you take, including 
aspirin, especially if you’ve had a stroke. If fever, 
unexplained weakness or confusion develops, tell 
your doctor promptly. These may be signs of TTP, 
a rare but potentially life-threatening condition, 
reported sometimes less than 2 weeks after starting 
PLAVIX. Other rare but serious side effects may occur.

See important product information 
on the following page.

US.CLO.10.02.090/February 2010 264US09AB52516
sanofi-aventis U.S. LLC

264US09AB52516_Clot2010_AmericanLegion   1 3/3/10   12:52 PM
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PLAVIX Rx Only
(clopidogrel bisulfate) tablet, film coated
WHO IS PLAVIX FOR?
PLAVIX® (clopidogrel bisulfate) is a prescription-only medicine that
helps keep blood platelets from sticking together and forming clots.
PLAVIX is for patients who have:
• had a recent heart attack.
• had a recent stroke.
• poor circulation in their legs (Peripheral Artery Disease).
PLAVIX in combination with aspirin is for patients hospitalized with:
• heart-related chest pain (unstable angina).
• heart attack.
Doctors may refer to these conditions as ACS (Acute Coronary
Syndrome).
Clots can become dangerous when they form inside your arteries.
These clots form when blood platelets stick together, forming a
blockage within your arteries, restricting blood flow to your heart or
brain, causing a heart attack or stroke.
WHO SHOULD NOT TAKE PLAVIX?
You should NOT take PLAVIX if you:
• are allergic to clopidogrel (the active ingredient in PLAVIX).
• have a stomach ulcer.
• have another condition that causes bleeding.
• are pregnant or may become pregnant.
• are breast feeding.
• have certain genetic factors.
WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY DOCTOR BEFORE TAKING
PLAVIX?
Before taking PLAVIX, tell your doctor if you’re pregnant or are
breast feeding, if you are taking any other drugs or if you have any
of the following:
• gastrointestinal ulcer
• stomach ulcer(s)
• liver problems
• kidney problems
• a history of bleeding conditions
WHAT IMPORTANT INFORMATION SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT
PLAVIX?
Genetics: People with a specific genetic makeup may get less
protection against heart attack or stroke with PLAVIX.
Drug interactions: Some medicines, such as Prilosec, may affect
how PLAVIX works. Tell your doctor all the medications you are
taking, including prescription or over-the-counter medications. You
should tell your doctor about any other medications you are taking,
including prescription or over-the-counter Prilosec (omeprazole).
Taking Prilosec with PLAVIX may reduce the effect of PLAVIX.
Antacids and most H2 blockers, except Tagamet (cimetidine), are
not known to interfere with how PLAVIX works.
TTP: A very serious blood condition called TTP (Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura) has been rarely reported in people
taking PLAVIX. TTP is a potentially life-threatening condition that
involves low blood platelet and red blood cell levels, and requires
urgent referral to a specialist for prompt treatment once a diagnosis
is suspected. Warning signs of TTP may include fever, unexplained
confusion or weakness (due to a low blood count, what doctors call
anemia). To make an accurate diagnosis, your doctor will need to
order blood tests. TTP has been reported rarely, sometimes in less
than 2 weeks after starting therapy.
Gastrointestinal Bleeding: There is a potential risk of gastrointes-
tinal (stomach and intestine) bleeding when taking PLAVIX. PLAVIX
should be used with caution in patients who have lesions that may
bleed (such as ulcers), along with patients who take drugs that
cause such lesions.

Bleeding: You may bleed more easily and it may take you longer
than usual to stop bleeding when you take PLAVIX alone or in
combination with aspirin. Report any unusual bleeding to your
doctor.

Geriatrics: When taking aspirin with PLAVIX the risk of serious
bleeding increases with age in patients 65 and over.

Stroke Patients: If you have had a recent TIA (also known as a
mini-stroke) or stroke taking aspirin with PLAVIX has not been
shown to be more effective than taking PLAVIX alone, but taking
aspirin with PLAVIX has been shown to increase the risk of
bleeding compared to taking PLAVIX alone.

Surgery: Inform doctors and dentists well in advance of any surgery
that you are taking PLAVIX so they can help you decide whether
or not to discontinue your PLAVIX treatment prior to surgery.

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT TAKING OTHER MEDICINES
WITH PLAVIX?
You should only take aspirin with PLAVIX when directed to do so
by your doctor. Certain other medicines should not be taken with
PLAVIX. Be sure to tell your doctor about all of your current
medications (prescription or over-the-counter), especially if you are
taking the following:
• aspirin
• nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs)
• warfarin
• heparin
• heartburn or stomach ulcer medicines, like Prilosec

Be sure to tell your doctor if you are taking PLAVIX before starting
any new medication.

WHAT ARE THE COMMON SIDE EFFECTS OF PLAVIX?
The most common side effects of PLAVIX include gastrointestinal
events (bleeding, abdominal pain, indigestion, diarrhea, and nau-
sea) and rash. This is not a complete list of side effects associated
with PLAVIX. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a complete list.

HOW SHOULD I TAKE PLAVIX?
Only take PLAVIX exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Do not
change your dose or stop taking PLAVIX without talking to your
doctor first.

PLAVIX should be taken around the same time every day, and it
can be taken with or without food. If you miss a day, do not double
up on your medication. Just continue your usual dose. If you have
any questions about taking your medications, please consult your
doctor.

OVERDOSAGE
As with any prescription medicine, it is possible to overdose on
PLAVIX. If you think you may have overdosed, immediately call
your doctor or Poison Control Center, or go to the nearest
emergency room.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
For more information on PLAVIX, call 1-800-633-1610 or visit
www.PLAVIX.com. Neither of these resources, nor the information
contained here, can take the place of talking to your doctor. Only
your doctor knows the specifics of your condition and how PLAVIX
fits into your overall therapy. It is therefore important to maintain an
ongoing dialogue with your doctor concerning your condition and
your treatment.

Distributed by:
Bristol-Myers Squibb/Sanofi Pharmaceuticals Partnership
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
PLAVIX® is a registered trademark.

CLO-BSC-SA-OCT09
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Researchers based in Taiwan report that the antioxidants found in green tea “appear to signifi cantly lower 
the risk for developing lung cancer among smokers and nonsmokers alike,” according to HealthDay.

Just one cup of green tea per day can translate into a “nearly 13-fold” lower risk for smokers and 
a fi ve-fold lower risk for nonsmokers, as compared to smokers and nonsmokers who do not 
drink green tea. 

Of course, as one researcher observed, since “cigarette smoking can serve as an initiator 
and promoter of carcinogenesis, cessation of smoking is the best method of cancer 
prevention.” HealthDay says Dr. Norman Edelman, chief medical offi  cer of the American 
Lung Association, is concerned that “people will look at this and think, ‘Oh, well, I can 
smoke as long as I have a few cups of green tea.’ Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Smoking is extremely toxic, obviously, and extremely detrimental to 
your health. And nothing changes this fact.”

Go green

continued from page 12
intervene and see if improved oral health reduces 
the presence of those markers and leads to a mental 
improvement,” Crout says.

The bottom line is that it’s impossible to have good 
overall health without good oral health, he adds. 
“When you’re young, and your immune system is 
typically stronger, you may be at lower risk, but as 
we get older, it becomes more 
and more important 
to look at preven-
tion. Prevention 
reduces health-
care expenses, 
because it 
reduces the 
risk of a host 
of serious 
problems, 
(and) memory 
loss may be 
among them.”

Lance Frazer is a 
California writer 
specializing in 
science, health, 
nature and environ-
mental issues.

The American Dental Association  
recommends the following for 
good oral hygiene: 

 Brush your teeth twice a day, with an 
ADA-accepted fl uoride toothpaste.

 Replace your toothbrush every three 
or four months, or sooner if the bristles 
are frayed.

 Clean between teeth daily with fl oss or 
an interdental cleaner.  

 Eat a balanced diet and limit 
between-meal snacks. 

 Visit your dentist regularly for 
professional cleanings and oral exams. 

 Talk to your dentist about what types 
of oral-care products will be most 
eff ective for you. 

 The ADA seal on a product is your 
assurance that it has met the ADA’s 
criteria for safety and eff ectiveness. 

Media Bakery

Media Bakery

Media Bakery

Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended 
to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems.
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Dr. Jonny Bowden, author of “The 150 Most 
Eff ective Ways to Boost Your Energy,” off ers 

advice in Better Nutrition magazine on 
easy ways “to help drop the weight belt 
from your energy tank.”

 “Eat liver-supporting vegetables, 
such as carrots, beets, beet greens, 

garlic, artichokes, and burdock 
and dandelion roots. 
I consider the liver the most 

misunderstood and 
underappreciated organ in the 

human body; when it’s not 
working right, your energy level is 
the fi rst thing to suff er.”

 “Get 10 minutes of sun every day.”

 “Try a media-free day and feel your 
own energy accumulate, rather than 

letting it dissipate as you attend to 

millions of distractions, most of which – when you 
think about it – won’t make much diff erence in the 
long run, anyway.”

 “Try the no-frills, no-excuses, anytime-anywhere workout: 
run a mile, do some squats, do some push-ups, do some 
crunches, stretch. After that, go about your business 
refreshed and energized. And if you can’t go out and run the 
mile, do some jumping jacks in your offi  ce or run the stairs.”

 “Acupuncture is based on the precepts of traditional 
Chinese medicine – that the body and mind are inextricably 
linked, that a vital energy (chi or qi) regulates a person’s 
spiritual, mental and physical health, and that each of us 
is a delicate balance of opposing and inseparable forces: 
yin and yang … One terrifi c way to balance that energy is 
through acupuncture.”

 “Here’s a rule I’ve found to be a universal truth: 
your energy has a perfect inverse relationship to the 
accumulation of stuff  you don’t need. The more stuff  you 
have cluttering up your life, the less energy you have.”

Turn off  the media, get some sun and revive

Could eating the right foods make you another Einstein? 
Not likely, but what you eat may help you hang on to the 
brainpower you do have. A growing body of research 
suggests that certain foods and dietary compounds may 
slow or prevent the decline in mental function that 
accompanies aging. 

 Fishy fats. Docosahexaenoic acid (DHA), an omega-3 
fatty acid found in fi sh, is a key component of cell 
membranes in the brain and is essential for normal brain 
function. In a study of 458 older adults with mild memory 
complaints, those who took a daily supplement providing 
900 mg of DHA did signifi cantly better on tests of learning 
and memory after six months than those taking a 
placebo. Karin Yurko-Mauro of Martek Biosciences Corp., 
which markets DHA supplements, says the benefi t was 
roughly equivalent to having the cognitive skills of 
someone three years younger. 

Trials of DHA in patients with Alzheimer’s disease have 
been disappointing, however, suggesting that if DHA 
supplements do help keep brain cells young, they need 
to be started before dementia develops. Eating salmon, 
mackerel, herring and other fatty fi sh twice a week 
provides brain-boosting amounts of DHA.

 Brainy beverages. Coff ee is well known as a stimulant 
that improves mental performance. Several studies 
have found that drinking coff ee is associated with a lower 
risk for Alzheimer’s. In a French study, older women 
who consumed at least three cups of coff ee a day 

(about 300 mg of caff eine) 
showed less decline in 
memory and other 
cognitive abilities over time.

Besides caff eine, tea also 
contains theanine, an amino-acid 
building block of protein. Caff eine 
and theanine together improve 
concentration and attention better 
than either substance alone. Laboratory 
research also indicates that polyphenols, 
antioxidant compounds found in tea, 
protect nerve cells in the brain from 
oxidative damage. This may explain why tea 
consumption has been linked to a lower risk for 
age-related dementia and Parkinson’s disease.

 Good greens. Leafy greens such as spinach, chard, kale 
and collards contain folate (a B vitamin). Folate has been 
shown to boost memory and reaction time in older 
adults. Greens are also rich in magnesium, a mineral low 
in U.S. diets. In animal studies, magnesium enhances 
memory and increases the number of brain synapses, 
where information jumps from nerve cell to nerve cell. 
The form of magnesium found in supplements may not 
increase brain levels of the mineral, however, so get yours 
from leafy greens, nuts, seeds, whole grains and legumes. 

Judith Hurley is a freelance writer specializing in 
medicine and health.
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Call Today to SAVE $5.00*
888-921-2263

www.diabeticproducts.com

Clinically Tested
7 out of 10 users with diabetic

foot pain experience relief of pain
Odorless & Greaseless

DIABETIC FOOT PAIN?

Look
For Our New

Package

*Limited time offer. Restrictions Apply.

Available in the Diabetic Section at:

and other retailers nationwide!
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Up to 266,000 veterans from Priority Group 8 – 
those with lower to middle incomes and no 
service-related medical conditions – became 
eligible to enroll in the VA health-care system 
on June 15, 2009, when the qualifying-income 
threshold was raised by 10 percent.

But the expected enrollment surge of Group 8 
veterans hasn’t happened. So VA offi cials are 
reaching out to explain to these veterans, in 
a tough economic time, that the door is open 
on an “award-winning” health-care system.

Through early March, only 31,000 Group 8 
veterans had enrolled in VA, with its discounted 
fees and prescriptions that 
can be fi lled for modest 
co-payments.

Philip Matkovsky, VA’s 
deputy chief business offi cer 
for member services, said 
letters announcing an 
incremental re-opening of 
VA health care were sent 
last year to 450,000 Group 8 
veterans who had been 
turned down for enrollment 
since January 2003, when 
VA capacity appeared to be 
under strain.

When the income ceilings 
were raised last June to their 
current levels, the new 
national-means threshold 
became $32,342 for a veteran with no dependents, 
and $38,812 with one. It climbed to $45,478 for a 
vet with four dependents, and rose by $2,222 with 
each additional one.

Group 8 veterans can also enroll if their incomes 
fall below a geographic-means threshold set for 
more costly areas. For example, a veteran in San 
Francisco with no dependents can still qualify if 
his or her income is below $69,685. With four, he 
or she can earn up to $107,470 and still enroll. New 
income ceilings for Washington, D.C., are $47,335 
for vets with no dependents, $54,120 with one and 
$73,040 with four.

Modest initial response forced VA to lower its 
original projection of Group 8-eligible veterans 
from 266,000 to 199,000, with 100,000 expected to 
enroll this fi scal year. Even so, only 30 percent of 
the lowered Group 8 target had enrolled.

But VA saw the mailing bolster enrollment 
in other higher-priority groups. With the 
national unemployment rate climbing, many 
veterans – who were formerly told they had 
Group 8-level incomes and could not enroll – 
saw their earnings drop enough to qualify un-
der Group 5. As a result, VA has enrolled 
80,000 veterans in the past year with incomes 
below poverty level, 15,000 to 20,000 more 
than expected.

More Group 7 veterans are also signing up. This 
group qualifi es based on a geographic-means test 
for higher-cost areas. Those income ceilings 

climbed last June by $1,500 
to $4,000 a month, depend-
ing on location.

Offi cials estimate that 
40,000, or roughly 9 percent 
of the veterans who were 
part of the 2009 mailing, 
have elected to enroll. VA is 
now stepping up its effort to 
reach other veterans with 
lower to middle incomes who 
don’t yet know VA health 
care is available to them.

Starting in March, 20,000 
to 25,000 more letters are 
being mailed every month to 
veterans who haven’t applied 
for VA before. This effort is 
targeting regions of the 

country hit hardest by the economic recession, 
starting with Michigan.

By November, after it was clear Group 8 enroll-
ment was falling far short of expectations, VA 
began to use online advertising to reach potential 
lower-income enrollees.

In its fi scal 2011 VA budget request, the Obama 
administration proposed that VA eligibility be 
expanded again, this time by raising income 
ceilings for Groups 7 and 8 by another 5 percent.

Matkovsky said VA is watching to ensure that 
the health-care system can handle the volume of 
new patients expected. Wait times are still well 
within established performance standards, he said.

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel 
issues for 30 years.

No stampede of Priority 8 enrollees 
BY TOM PHILPOTT

Priority Group 8 veterans became eligible to enroll 
in VA on June 15. Sarah Conard
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Your service is over, 
but your fight

CARRIES ON.

FOR MILITARY VETERANS 
EXPOSED TO ASBESTOS, 
THE BATTLE IS JUST BEGINNING.  

Military veterans represent over thirty percent
of those with mesothelioma, a deadly form of
cancer caused by asbestos exposure.
Asbestos was used by every branch of the military 
between 1930 and the late 1970s.  And since 
symptoms may not emerge for decades, many U.S. 
veterans are only now being diagnosed.

If you’re a veteran with mesothelioma, you can file
claims, not against the military or government, but
against the companies that produced and sold the
asbestos.  Now is the time to fight back — for your
future and your family.  Now is the time for Sokolove Law.

Sokolove Law helps veterans like you get the compensation
you deserve from companies that produced and sold 
harmful asbestos to our U.S. military.  Call 1-888-567-2865
or go to www.YourVeteranLawyer.com to receive a
FREE, no-obligation legal consultation.  You fought for our
country.  Now it’s our time to fight for you.  Call now.SOKOLOVE LAW

Don’t wait!  Call now for your

FREE consultation

1-888-567-2865
www.YourVeteranLawyer.com

Attorney Advertisement, Sokolove Law, LLC, James Sokolove admitted in MA and NY only; 93 Worcester St., Wellesley, MA 02481, 50 Broad St., NY, NY 10004. LLC Members
NJ/Gregg Hobbie, CT/Richard Grabow, 119 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, CT.  Choice of a lawyer is an important decision that shouldn’t be based solely upon ads. No
representation is made about the quality of legal services.  Prior results don’t guarantee a similar outcome. PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CASES OF THIS TYPE MAY BE
PERFORMED BY OTHER ATTORNEYS. COURT COSTS/CASE EXPENSES WILL BE THE CLIENT’S RESPONSIBILITY. While this firm maintains joint responsibility, most cases
of this type are referred to other attorneys for principal responsibility. The firm operates as a LLP in certain states.
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part 1

the seeds 
of a new 
Afghanistan
A National Guard team deploys agricultural expertise 
in one of the world’s deadliest war zones.

I
t’s early June, and members of the Indiana National Guard’s 

Agribusiness Development Team (ADT) are rolling north in a 

convoy of heavily armored Mine Resistant and Ambush Protected 

(MRAP) vehicles. They’re about to enter Afghanistan’s restive 

Bak district. The V-shaped hulls of the MRAPs are designed to 

defl ect roadside bomb blasts, necessary for any kind of military 

transportation through the region. Gunners manning M240 and 

.50-caliber machine guns and M16 grenade launchers in open-topped 

turrets provide protection. 

The team is on its way to a meeting with local leaders to discuss 

veterinary clinics and agricultural training. Passing into a farming region 

dotted with mud-brick villages and walled compounds called “qalats,” 

the team is watchful. A few weeks earlier, another ADT convoy hit a 

trip-wire bomb on the same route, totaling a $1.5 million MRAP. But the 

vehicle did its job, keeping injuries to some minor concussions. 

As the team crawls down that same narrow, poplar-lined lane, the 

soldiers are nervous, knowing that insurgents have planted six or seven 

IEDs within 600 meters of them. “You’re just on pins and needles going 

down there,” Sgt. Maj. Robert Lee Goodin says. 

 Soldiers begin calling in reports on the crackling intercom: 

“The village seems deserted,” one says. 

“There’s no traffi  c,” reports another. 

BY DOUGLAS WISSING
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Agriculture in eastern Afghanistan’s Khost province is dependent on irrigation, made clear 
in this aerial photo taken during an Agribusiness Development Team (ADT) reconnaissance 

fl ight. Terraced green fi elds stand in contrast to the unwatered hillsides. Douglas Wissing
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New 50 State $2 bill Program™ now underway
Restricted release gives just 1 out of every 1,291 households an opportunity to get the entire State $2 Bill Collection™

UMS – It’s like a run on 
the banks. The phones just 
keep ringing off the hook. 

That’s because U.S. resi-
dents can only get the World 
Reserve’s never before seen 
state overlaid $2 bills for the 
next 7 days. 

All residents have to do is 
call 1-888-485-8214 or one of 
the five Overflow Hotlines to 
get their new state bills. 

These special Toll Free 
Hotlines have been set up 
because you can’t get these 
exclusive bills at local banks, 
credit unions or even the 
Federal Reserve. They’re 

being banded in packs of four 
and released directly to U.S. 
residents exclusively by the 
World Reserve. 

These crisp U.S. $2 bills 
featuring the exclusively 
designed state overlaid 
printing are so precious you 
would never even dream of 
carrying them around in an 
ordinary leather wallet.

That’s why they are being 
released in individually loaded 
rich protective estate wal-
lets. They are so impressive, 
everyone will swear they must 
have been taken right from 
the President’s desk.

“Everything in our vault 
may soon be gone. So residents 

By R.K. Berry
Universal Media Syndicate  

who want to get them now had 
better hurry and call,” said 
Jefferson Marshall, Executive 
Director of the World Reserve 
Monetary Exchange.

Some collectors are al-
ways trying to snatch up 
all the $2 bills issued by the 
Government they can get 
their hands on. They know 
that $2 bills are almost im-
possible to find in your pock-
et change these days. 

Originally issued in 1928, 
the currently designed 
$2 bills have largely been 
locked away in the bowels 
of the U.S. Federal Reserve 
vaults, rarely distributed by 
banks and almost never seen 

in circulation.
The $2 bills issued by the 

Treasury Department’s Bu-
reau of Engraving and Print-
ing, makers of all of the na-
tion’s paper currency, make 
up less than 1% of the $670 
billion in genuine U.S. cur-
rency that circulates world-
wide, according to the U.S. 
Department of Treasury.

“That’s why I’ve authorized 
a limited number of genuine 
Government issued $2 bills to 
be overlaid with each state’s 
restricted printing and re-
leased from our private vault 
reserve to all U.S. residents 
who beat the 7-day dead-
line. For now dealers can’t 

Most Americans have 
never even seen a govern-
ment issued $2 bill, let alone 
the new never before seen 
state $2 bills being over-
laid and released exclusive-
ly by the World Reserve 

Monetary Exchange. 
According to Thomas C. 

Harris, former Deputy Di-
rector of the U.S. Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing 
and consultant for the pri-
vately held World Reserve, 
“Less than 1% of all U.S. 
Government notes currently 

produced are $2 bills.”
And finding one of the ex-

clusive 50 state $2 bills will 
be even more difficult. That’s 
because it has just been an-
nounced that the release of 
the entire new State $2 Bill 
Collection™ has been restrict-
ed. That means only 1 out of 

every 1,291 U.S. households 
will even have a chance to 
get them all.

With this new State $2 Bill 
Collection™ now underway, 
U.S. residents are expect-
ed to snatch up all they can 
while they can still get their 
hands on them. 

By Joan Tedeschi
Universal Media Syndicate 

NEVER BEFORE SEEN: This is the new New York state overlaid $2 bill that few have ever seen and everyone is scrambling to get. 

The World Reserve Monetary Exchange has restricted the release of its exclusive State $2 Bill Collection™, so getting one would 

make you as happy as hitting the lottery.

Just 7 days left for U.S. residents to 
get the only existing state $2 bills

ADVERTISEMENT

Private hoard of never before seen state $2 bills being released for the next 7 days, only in 
4 packs of protective estate wallets each loaded with its own state $2 bill for just $12 per wallet 
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get the vault packs of the 
state $2 bills to make sure 
residents can get what they 
need,” Marshall said. 

“These exclusive state 
$2 bills will be highly sought 
after and are extremely pop-
ular to hand out as gifts for 
friends and family. They are 
the perfect gift for any occa-
sion,” he said.

“That’s why this announce-
ment is being so widely ad-
vertised, to make sure every 
U.S. resident has a chance to 
get their own state $2 bill,” 
said Marshall.

They are sure to impress 
because most people have 
never even seen one of these 

newly enhanced state $2 bills 
featuring their state’s skyline 
and significant state sym-
bol with President Thomas 
Jefferson on the front.

“Since these are the only 
existing state $2 bills, any-
one who wants more than 10 
sealed vault packs of 4 bills in 
protective estate wallets must 
submit requests in writing so 
there will be no hoarding by 
dealers,” said Marshall. 

“You better believe we 
will be strictly enforcing the 
limits so that we can guar-
antee there will be at least 
10 vault packs for U.S. res-
idents who call in the next 
7 days,” Marshall said. 

GET THEM WHILE YOU CAN: Shown above inside the maximum 

security vault of the World Reserve Monetary Exchange is 

their entire 50 State $2 Bill Collection™ that only 1 out of every 

1,291 households will have an opportunity to get. Also shown 

are the new state $2 bills in the protective estate wallets, only 

released banded together in packs of 4, that everyone is trying 

to get for themselves and to give as gifts. They are so impres-

sive that those lucky enough to get them may feel like they 

were handed a million dollars.

LIMITED RELEASE BEGINS: To the 

right is the never before seen entire 

50 State $2 Bill Collection™ shown 

off by the World Reserve. You can’t 

get these exclusive state $2 bills from 

local banks, credit unions or even the 

Federal Reserve. Dealers and collec-

tors who are lucky enough to find 

them are sure to be charging a hefty 

premium to let them go. But getting 

the entire 50 State $2 Bill Collection™ 

may be hard, since the release is 

being restricted. That’s why the 

World Reserve Monetary Exchange 

has also decided to release all 50 

states together in one complete col-

lection to U.S. residents who beat the 

deadline by calling 1-888-485-8214 

in the next 7 days.

ADVERTISEMENT

HOW U.S. RESIDENTS CAN 
GET THEIR STATE $2 BILLS

The special Toll Free Hotlines are open to U.S. residents only. 
Residents have just 7 days to get their states $2 bills beginning 
at 8:00am today. If you miss the deadline you’ll be turned away 
and forced to wait for future announcements in this publication 
or others, if any. 

The World Reserve Monetary Exchange is only releasing the 
never before seen state overlaid $2 bills banded together in 
packs of 4, each in its own protective estate wallet, for just $12 
per wallet and shipping to U.S. residents only. There is a strict 
limit of 10 state $2 bill vault packs per household. To claim yours 
call the special Toll Free Hotline numbers below.

U.S. RESIDENTS ONLY

OVERFLOW HOTLINES
1-888-485-8215 1-888-495-2292 1-888-495-2295
1-888-485-8216  1-888-495-2297CODE: NL123

SPECIAL TOLL FREE HOTLINE:

1-888-485-8214
CODE: NL123

If you are a U.S. resident trying to get the new state $2 bills 
within the 7 day deadline and have not been able to reach 
an operator by calling the special Toll Free Hotline or any of 
the five Overflow Hotline numbers, follow the steps below.

WHAT TO DO IF ALL LINES ARE BUSY

1) Immediately call the Toll Free Hotline number below.
2) You will then be connected to a special operator who will ask 
 you for the code number below and arrange delivery of your 
 state $2 bills.

Call Toll Free: 1-888-509-2680    Code: NL123

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE, INC. IS NOT 

AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY 

GOVERNMENT AGENCY. ALL TRANSACTIONS LESS SHIPPING 

ARE BACKED BY THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE 

WITH A 90 DAY LIMITED MONEY BACK GUARANTEE OF 

THE PURCHASE PRICE UP TO $10,000.00. THE INCREASE 

IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF 

U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT 

CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH AND 

FL RESIDENTS REQUIRE THE REMITTANCE OF APPLICABLE 

SALES TAX. SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO CA, MA, PA AND VT 

RESIDENTS. 8000 FREEDOM AVE., N. CANTON OH 44720.
©2010 WRME P5017A OF10791R-1
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An Afghan man out in a fi eld stares intently as 
the convoy creeps by. A soldier calls out that he 
has spotted a metal teapot beside the road. Is it a 
bomb? A gourd hanging in a tree triggers a truck 
commander’s premonition: “Gunner, get down!” 

Farther along the road, a donkey appears and 
stops the convoy in its tracks; insurgents some-
times use animals to pack their IEDs. An Iraq 
veteran mentions that he remembers an IED 
discovered in the body of a dead dog. 

A wheelbarrow with a yellow bucket looks 
suspicious, until someone gets eyes on it and 
sees ice in the container. An Afghan lurking by 
a house suddenly makes a cell-phone call and 
ducks around a corner. “Hey, that guy in brown 
just took off!” a driver yells. A second later, a 
concussive blast rocks the convoy. “IED! IED!” 
echoes in the intercom.

After a few moments of damage assessment, 
the soldiers report the bomb went off ahead of the 
lead MRAP. No damage. No injuries. A driver spots 
another danger up ahead: a second IED, positioned 
to explode after the team dismounts. With the way 
blocked, the team resets its route. After coordinat-
ing with a circling Kiowa helicopter, the ADT 
convoy uses a dry riverbed as a road to continue 
its humanitarian mission in this insurgency-
plagued tribal region of central Asia.

“Closet Farmers Everywhere.” The Indiana National 
Guard Agribusiness Development Team, composed 
of agricultural experts and a security platoon, fi rst 
deployed to Khost province, Afghanistan, in early 
2009. The team is using sustainable, culturally 
appropriate agribusiness projects to improve the 
lives of Afghan farmers, who constitute 70 percent 

of the country’s population. The team’s fi ve-year 
mission is part of the U.S.-led International Secu-
rity Assistance Force’s counterinsurgency strategy, 
formulated to quell violence and increase the 
population’s confi dence in the central government. 
Improve lives for farmers, the reasoning goes, and 
hostility toward the government will decrease. 

In an April Senate hearing, Central Command’s 
commander in chief, Gen. David Petraeus, lauded 
the ADTs and their work. “They get very good 
results,” he told the lawmakers. “They have all 
the attributes of soldiers, in terms of being able 
to secure themselves, move, shoot and communi-
cate – and yet they’re also experts in agriculture.” 

Their mission is challenging. Adjacent to Paki-
stan’s unruly tribal areas, Khost has long been a 
center of Pashtun tribal insurgency and remains 
one of Afghanistan’s most violent places. “The 
information that has been presented to us is that 
Khost province is far and away the most kinetic of 
the 34 provinces in Afghanistan,” says Col. Brian 
Copes, ADT commander. “Kinetic simply meaning 
shooting and explosions and IEDs and indirect 
fi re – artillery, mortar and rocket fi re.” 

Out in this province, assassinations, beheadings 
and intimidation are common. Insurgents plant 
dozens of IEDs monthly. 

Last May, suicide bombers attacked the gover-
nor’s offi ce in the provincial capital, Khost City, 
while he was meeting U.S. offi cers. Twenty people 
died in the daylong battle, including most of the 
attackers. The next day at the ADT’s nearby post, 
Forward Operating Base Salerno, a suicide bomber 
exploded a VBIED (vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive device) hidden in a truck just outside the 
post gate, killing nine Afghan civilian employees 
lined up for work. Soon after, fi ve rockets fi red 
from Pakistan hurtled toward the base, nicknamed 
“Rocket City” for the many attacks. Four landed 
harmlessly, but an errant one hit a mosque near 
the base, killing three worshipers. At FOB Salerno, 
a mortar round narrowly missed three ADT 
soldiers driving past the airfi eld. A Taliban am-
bush on a Khost road cost the life of Georgia 
National Guard 1st Sgt. John Blair, a gunner who 
was returning fi re when an RPG exploded in his 
vehicle’s turret.

The 64 soldiers of the Indiana National Guard 
1-19th ADT include 16 agricultural specialists 
and a Force Protection and Security platoon of 
35. All volunteers, the soldiers range in age from 
20 to over 60. One soldier came out of retirement 
to be a part of the program. Deputy Commander 
Cindra Chastain – who grew up on a central 

Many Afghan livestock dealers work in the Khost City 
livestock market, where the ADT does market research. 

Douglas Wissing
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Indiana farm not far from Purdue University, 
where she graduated with a degree in animal 
husbandry – postponed her retirement to be a 
part of it. “This mission is attractive to a soldier,” 
Chastain says about the extraordinary number of 
volunteers, many of whom come from Indiana’s 
rich agricultural tradition. 

“We had closet farmers everywhere,” laughs 
Copes, himself a farm boy from the wooded 
green hills of southeastern Indiana. 

One of a dozen National Guard Agribusiness 
Development Teams now in Afghanistan, the 
Indiana group is long on intelligence, credentials 
and cultural sensitivity. Capt. Robert Cline, 
a Hoosier farmer with an Indiana University 
law degree and a master’s in accounting, says, 
“You can’t swing a cat in here without hitting 
someone with advanced degrees.” 

The small team has a high number of offi cers – 
so many that enlisted men on the security platoon 
sometimes fret about telling them what to do. 
Both Purdue and Indiana University provid-
ed the ADT with Afghanistan-specifi c courses – 
Purdue with agricultural training, and IU with 
Afghan language, culture and politics. 

 The team’s success depends on its relations 
with provincial and local leaders. “Knowledge is 
something the Taliban cannot blow up or burn 
down,” Copes tells them. “They get that. Every 
time I’ve thrown that out, they get that. They 
understand that.” 

For instance, the team hopes to teach Afghans 
seed-cleaning techniques, which can improve 
yields by 10 percent or more. In turn, the ADT 
anticipates that those trained will become trainers, 
passing their knowledge on to others. 

Through a partnership with Shaikh Zayed 
University in Khost City, the ADT will also 
help train and fi nance agricultural extension 

agents, who will assist farmers out in the fi eld. 
The team is also coordinating with the university’s 
journalism department to beam radio programs 
on farming to the country’s rural areas, to both 
educate and raise the profi le of provincial agricul-
ture leaders. 

The team is also spearheading sustainable, 
low-tech agricultural development, such as 
village-level irrigation projects. The semi-arid 
Khost landscape is “like being on Mars,” says ADT 
hydrologist Col. Kevin Sari  , noting the effect of 30 
years of warfare on the region’s traditional irriga-
tion system; its destruction has caused widespread 
erosion and desiccation. In place of large, expen-
sive dams that quickly silt up and are often little 
more than fronts for large-scale Afghan corruption, 
the ADT plans to facilitate small check-dams, built 
by villagers. The stacked-rock dams will slow the 
mountain streams down, allowing better irrigation 
and farming in the insurgency-prone hinterlands. 
The ADT assumes that military-age villagers 
receiving pay from the project will also be less 
likely to join the Taliban. 

Once the irrigation projects are under way, 
the ADT intends to plant the seared rangeland 
with a perennial high-protein forage kochia grass 
that will feed goats and sheep. Following that, 
trees will be planted to stabilize eroded water-
courses and provide cash crops, such as walnuts.

Animal-husbandry projects include a micro-
business to make nutritional blocks for ruminants. 
The blocks will use mulberries, a prolifi c local 
fruit. Afghan farmers receiving training on hoof 
care will receive a set of basic tools, essential in 
this impoverished region where farm incomes 
are typically a few hundred dollars a year. 
The team will also encourage beekeeping and 
small-scale poultry production. For the poultry 
project, Chastain hopes to target widows, a par-
ticularly poor group in this very conservative 
Islamic region, where women are seldom even 
seen. “It’s going to be a tough nut to crack, but 
we’re going to try to grow some women’s busi-
nesses here,” she says. “Some self-respect enters 
into this.”

“Knowledge is something the Taliban 
cannot blow up or burn down.” 
 – Col. Brian Copes, ADT commander

ADT hydrologists Sgt. Richard Joyce and Col. Kevin Sari 
prepare to climb a dry riverbed to scout dam sites in the 
Taliban-plagued Tani district.  Douglas Wissing
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War Zone to Bread Basket. In search of high-value 
specialty crops they can encourage farmers to 
grow, the ADT decides to conduct some market 
research at the Khost City bazaar, a multi-block 
warren of stalls and small open-front shops selling 
everything from fresh vegetables, meat and blocks 
of packed mountain snow to auto parts, pharma-
ceuticals and electronics.

Shopping can be a challenge in a battleground 
like the Khost City bazaar, where assassinations 
are commonplace and IEDs a twice-weekly occur-
rence. Earlier in the week, an IED near a cell-
phone shop killed two Afghans. Some of the 
fi ghting after the suicide attack on the governor’s 
offi ce happened in the market. A week earlier, a 
slender, bearded Afghan offi cer told the ADT about 
visiting the bazaar with a fellow soldier. When 
other soldiers got out of their SUV, he neglected to 
close the door. Someone threw a grenade. The 
offi cer managed to dive out before it detonated, but 
the SUV’s charred hulk served as a grisly souvenir. 

The Force Protection and Security platoon must 
plan the bazaar mission over the course of several 
meetings. Seven minutes, they decide. More than 
that, and the risk of an attack is too great. 

After a couple of days planning their shopping 
trip, the platoon’s convoy of massive MRAPs 
rumbles up to the bustling bazaar. The security 
team piles out, fearsome in their body armor and 
personal weapons. Some stand perimeter duty. 
Others serve as bodyguards for the ag experts 
hurrying to vendors with their questions. 

“Salam aleykom (“peace be with you”),” Copes 
says to a vendor of nuts and dried fruit. “How 
much are the walnuts – the matak?” The colonel’s 
bodyguard waits behind him, solemnly scanning 
the marketers with his handgun’s safety button 
glowing red. The colonel asks, “How much for the 
shelled ones?” 

A crowd of Afghan men and boys clusters 
around, their turbans, skullcaps and visages 
refl ecting every tribal group of central Asia. The 
colonel and his translator query: “Where are the 
walnuts raised? The almonds? The pistachios? 
How about the coconut?”

They order a half-kilo of walnuts and some 
shriveled golden raisins. The crowd pushes 
closer. The guard keeps his eyes moving, 
checking for danger. 

A security commander spots a young man 
hurrying through the market with a cast-metal 
pressure cooker in a wheelbarrow, headed for 
the crowd. An assassin with a bomb? Operating 
under strict escalation-of-force rules, the security 
team’s dictum is to “be polite, be professional, 
be prepared to kill.” But it’s just a curious boy, 
drawn by the excitement. No threat. 

The MRAPs’ sirens whoop. Seven minutes are 
up. The colonel and his translator fi nish haggling 
with the vendor. “Let’s go,” the commander says. 

Another Khost foray ends successfully. Job 
accomplished, some acquaintances made, and no 
one is hurt. Soon the team is planning the next 
mission into the complicated situation that is Khost 
province, Afghanistan, a place where U.S. farmer-
soldiers are taking careful, deliberate steps to 
create a bread basket from a war zone. As Copes 
says, “The environment has by no means crushed 
my optimism, but it has tempered it.”  

Douglas Wissing has written for The New York 
Times, The Los Angeles Times, National Geo-
graphic Traveler, American Life, Forbes Life and 
Gray’s Sporting Journal.

Goats and sheep are the primary livestock in Khost province, a semi-arid rangeland region along the Pakistani border. Douglas Wissing
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Eighty-six years ago, a watchmaker 
in Paris famous for building the 

magnificent clocks at Versailles created a
legendary timepiece. He invented the first
watch with an automatic mechanical
drive. These innovative movements
required no batteries and never needed 
to be manually wound. Only seven of
these ultra-rare watches were ever made
and we’ve studied the one surviving 
masterpiece in a watch history museum.
Inspired by history, classic design and
technology, our Stauer Meisterzeit II has
been painstakingly handcrafted to meet
the demanding standards of vintage
watch collectors. 
Why the new “antique” is better
than the original. The original time-
piece was truly innovative, but, as we stud-
ied it closely, we realized that we could
engineer ours with a much higher level of
precision. The 27-ruby-jewel movement
utilizes an automatic self-winding mecha-
nism inspired by a patent from 1923, but
built on $31 million in state-of-the-art
Swiss-made machinery. With an exhibi-
tion back, you can see into the heart of the
engineering and view the rotor spin—it’s
powered by the movement of your body.

This limited edition Stauer Meisterzeit II
allows you to wear a watch far more 
exclusive than most new “upscale” models.
Here is your chance to claim a piece of
watchmaking history in a rare design that
is priced to wear everyday.
Elegant and accurate. This refined
beauty has a fastidious side. Each move-
ment and engine-turned rotor is tested for
15 days and then certified before it leaves
the factory. 
The best part is
that with our
special price, you
can wear a
superb classic
historical repro-
duction watch
and laugh all the
way to the bank.
Stauer specializes
in classic time-
less watches and
jewelry that are
made for the
millionaires who want to keep their 
millions. This watch will quickly move 
to heirloom status in your household. 

Try it for 30 days and if you are not
thrilled with the beauty and construction
of the Meisterzeit II, simply return it for
a refund of the purchase price. 
Only 4,999 available. Since it takes
about 6 months to build each watch, the
release is a limited edition, so please be
sure to order yours soon.  

A rare chance to claim a unique piece of watchmaking history for under $100!

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices

Exclusively Through Stauer
Stauer Meisterzeit II Watch—$395
Now only $95 +S&P  Save $300!
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-324-4351
Promotional Code MZW219-01
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. MZW219-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com 

WATCH SPECS:
- 18K Gold-clad case and bezel
- Precision 27-jeweled movement
- Interior dials display day and month
- Croc-embossed leather strap 
- Fits 6 3/4"–8 1/4" wrist

View the precision
movement of the

Meisterzeit through the
rear exhibition port.

We Can Only Find One

“As the master craftsman who opened
the famous Lincoln Pocket Watch at the

Smithsonian, I recently reviewed the 
the Stauer Meisterzeit timepiece. 

The assembly and the precision 
of the mechanical movement 

ranks with the best.”

—George Thomas
Towson Watch Company

80% 
OFF

ADVERTISEMENT
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‘The Whole Earth as Their Tomb’
Around the world, fallen heroes are not forgotten this Memorial Day. 

BY MAX CLELAND

Above Omaha Beach sits the Normandy American Cemetery, where many of those 
who fought their way ashore in World War II now rest. Normandy is one of 24 overseas 
U.S. military cemeteries, and 25 memorials, monuments and markers, maintained by the 
American Battle Monuments Commission. They all share the same purpose: to honor the 
fallen by commemorating the service, achievements and sacrifi ce of our nation’s armed 
forces – our war dead, missing in action, and those who fought at their sides. 

This mission is as old as antiquity. In his history of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides 
quotes Pericles in the funeral oration the Greek hero delivered after the fi rst battles of the war: 
“For heroes have the whole earth as their tomb; and in lands far from their own, where the 
column with its epitaph declares it, there is enshrined in every breast a record unwritten with 
no tablet to preserve it, except that of the heart.” 

AP Photo

MAY 2010   |   THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 29

Page 29



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   MAY 201030

Recognizing the need for a federal agency to be 
responsible for honoring U.S. armed forces where 
they had served, Congress created the ABMC in 
1923. President Warren G. Harding appointed as its 
fi rst chairman General of the Armies John “Black 
Jack” Pershing, who led the American Expedition-
ary Force to victory in World War I. For 25 years, 
until his death in 1948, Pershing made the ABMC 
his life’s work. He eloquently defi ned the commis-
sion’s purpose when he promised that the U.S. 
government would perpetuate the memory of the 
bravery and sacrifi ce of our men and women in 
uniform. “Time,” he wrote, “will not dim the glory 
of their deeds.”

The overseas cemeteries serve as resting 
places for 124,917 U.S. war dead: 30,921 from 
World War I, 93,246 from World War II, and 
750 from the Mexican-American War (1846-1848). 
Another 94,135 U.S. servicemen and women who 
are missing in action, or were lost or buried at 
sea during the world wars and the Korean and 
Vietnam wars, are commemorated by name 
on Tablets of the Missing. Many of the dead 
are buried in cemeteries located on or near the 
battle-scarred fi elds they died liberating. In all 
cases, host countries provide the cemetery lands 
to the United States in perpetuity, free of charge 
or taxation.

They range in size from Flanders Field in Bel-
gium, where 386 Americans who died in the 
closing weeks of World War I are buried, to the 
Manila American Cemetery, where 17,202 U.S. 
military and Filipino nationals who fought and 
died in the vast theater of the Pacifi c during 
World War II rest.

The ABMC’s Web site, www.abmc.gov, has 
descriptions of, and directions to, each cemetery, 
where landscaped graves and headstones of 
pristine white marble are meticulously main-
tained. The buildings are enriched with classical 
architecture and works of art. While beautiful 
objects in and of themselves, many of these also 
depict the operational campaigns and troop 
movements associated with those memorialized 
at each site. 

Cambridge American Cemetery sits on land, 
donated by the University of Cambridge, which 
served during World War II as a natural landing 
fi eld for Allied bombers and fi ghters based in 
England. Its memorial, made of Portland stone, 
houses a small nondenominational chapel and 
a large map room. The outstanding feature of 
the room is its impressive map, 30 feet long and 
18 feet high, which shows the principal 

sea routes across the Atlantic and the types of 
naval and commercial craft that transported 
U.S. troops and supplies to Europe. The mosaic 
ceiling is a memorial to those who lost their lives 
while serving in the U.S. Army Air Forces in World 
War II, whose missions were so dangerous that 
their life span at the beginning of the war was 
measured in days. The ceiling depicts ghostly 
aircraft, accompanied by angels, making their 
fi nal fl ight toward the altar.

The ABMC’s responsibility goes beyond main-
taining beautiful and inspirational sites. It has an 
equally important duty to perpetuate the stories of 
courage and sacrifi ce that those honored can no 
longer tell themselves.

The poet Archibald MacLeish’s younger brother 
Kenneth died in World War I, when his plane was 
shot down over Belgium by a German fi ghter. In 
his poem “The Young Dead Soldiers Do Not 
Speak,” MacLeish calls on the living to remember 
those who died in war and give signifi cance to 
their lives: “They say, We leave you our deaths: 
Give them their meaning.” 

Kenneth MacLeish is buried in Plot B at Flanders 
Field American Cemetery. Kenneth defi ned himself 
at Yale when he made the decision to join the 
university’s fl ying club, a group of privileged 
young Americans who had the foresight and skill 
to prepare themselves for their nation’s call to war. 
Called “the Millionaires’ Unit,” the highly trained 
Yale Aero Club became the Navy’s fi rst air reserve 

OVERSEAS GRAVE DECORATION TRUST
In 2010, The American Legion will deliver, free of 
charge,  more than 20,000 new U.S. fl ags to be 
placed at the graves of those who died while 
serving in military operations overseas. The 
Legion’s Overseas Grave Decoration Trust, chaired 
by National Commander Clarence Hill, replaces the 

fl ags as they are needed at 
American Battle Monuments 

Commission cemeteries across 
Europe. More than 94,000 fl ags 

have been sent from the 
Legion since 2005.

AP
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squadron, fi ghting for freedom in the skies of 
Europe during World War I. Kenneth was killed in 
a dogfi ght with German Fokker planes less than a 
month before the armistice, and died a true 
pioneer of U.S. naval aviation.  

Brookwood American Cemetery is the only U.S. 
military cemetery of World War I in the British 
Isles. The names of 563 American soldiers and 
sailors, who have no graves 
except the sea, are inscribed on 
the walls of the chapel. 

Buried at the Oise-Aisne 
cemetery is the poet Joyce 
Kilmer, who wrote the famous 
poem “Trees.” As a family man 
with wife and children, Kilmer 
was not required to serve. Never-
theless, he enlisted and, once in 
France, had no intention of being 
kept out of action. On July 30, 
1918, a sniper’s bullet ended his 
life at 31.

More U.S. military personnel 
lie at rest at the Meuse-Argonne 
American Cemetery than at any 
other U.S. cemetery in all of 
Europe. Many were killed in the 
bloody Meuse-Argonne Offensive 
in the fall of 1918, a campaign 
that remains the largest U.S. 
military offensive ever. Of the 119 Medals of Honor 
awarded for World War I, nine of the recipients are 
interred at Meuse-Argonne. 

Inscribed on the Tablets of the Missing at 
Cambridge American Cemetery is the name of 
Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., a Navy lieutenant and the 
older brother of President John F. Kennedy. Despite 
the fact that Kennedy had completed 25 combat 
missions and was eligible to return home, he 
volunteered to be part of a high-risk bombing 
mission. On Aug. 12, 1944, the explosives aboard 
Kennedy’s plane detonated prematurely and 
destroyed his aircraft over Suffolk.

Also commemorated at Cambridge is Maj. Glenn 
Miller, who volunteered for the Navy at the peak of 
his career as a bandleader. After being told by the 
Navy that it did not need his services, Miller 
persuaded the Army to accept him so he could, in 
his own words, “be placed in charge of a modern-
ized Army band.” On Dec. 15, 1944, Miller was to 
fl y from the United Kingdom to Paris to play for 
the soldiers who had recently liberated the city. 
His single-engine plane disappeared over the 
English Channel in bad weather. 

Thirty-eight miles south of Rome sits the Sicily-
Rome American Cemetery, the fi nal resting place 
of 7,861 Americans who lost their lives liberating 
Italy in World War II. 

Commemorated on the Wall of the Missing at 
the Manila American Cemetery are the fi ve Sulli-
van brothers, who were lost at sea when their ship 
was sunk by a Japanese submarine during the 

Battle of Guadalcanal. Also 
memorialized at Manila are the 
two crewmen killed aboard John 
F. Kennedy’s PT-109 in the 
Solomons when it was rammed 
by a Japanese destroyer. 

Twenty-eight Medal of Honor 
recipients are commemorated at 
Manila American Cemetery. One 
was Pfc. George Benjamin, who 
was a radio operator in the Leyte 
land campaign. Benjamin was 
advancing in the rear of his 
company as it engaged a well-
defended Japanese stronghold. 
His Medal of Honor citation 
states that when a rifl e platoon 
supporting a light tank hesitated 
in its advance, “he voluntarily 
and with utter disregard for 
personal safety left his compara-
tively secure position and ran 

across bullet-whipped terrain to the tank, waving 
and shouting to the men of his platoon to follow. 
Carrying his bulky radio and armed only with a 
pistol, he fearlessly penetrated intense machine-
gun and rifl e fi re to the enemy position, where he 
killed one of the enemy in a foxhole and moved on 
to annihilate the crew of a light machine gun ... he 
continued to spearhead the assault, killing two 
more of the enemy and exhorting the other men to 
advance, until he fell mortally wounded.” 

Those honored in overseas cemeteries, young, 
many known but to God, all gave their lives for 
the cause of freedom. As Archibald MacLeish 
so movingly said, they leave us their deaths. 
The survivors have a responsibility to tell their 
stories to future generations, and the American 
Battle Monuments Commission is committed to 
that mission.  

Max Cleland is secretary of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission. He served as administra-
tor of the Veterans Administration under President 
Jimmy Carter and is a former U.S. senator 
from Georgia.

A grave marker at Flanders Field 
Cemetery is carefully cleaned. Jeff  Stoff er
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THE COST OF 
CRIMINALIZED 
INTELLIGENCE
Poor leadership in the 1970s handcuff ed 
the CIA for decades to come.

Getty
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man who once parachuted into Nazi-occupied France for Operation Jedburgh, former Offi  ce of 

Strategic Services (OSS) offi  cer John K. Singlaub is eminently qualifi ed to answer questions about the 

historical precedent of prosecuting intelligence offi  cers during a time of war. If he or his men had been 

captured by the enemy, they would have been tortured and executed. Many of his friends suff ered that fate. 

Now a retired Army major general, Singlaub’s career in intelligence began before the CIA or many of its offi  cers 

were even born. Recently questioned about the idea of prosecuting agents during wartime, he paused and said, 

“If we prosecute anyone, we need to go after Jimmy Carter and his appointee to head (the) CIA, Adm. Stansfi eld 

Turner. (No one) has done us more harm. Turner gutted covert-action capabilities when he reduced the Directorate 

of Operations by a thousand experienced offi  cers in 1977, and exposed the United States to crises which continue 

to haunt us 30 years later: Afghanistan and Iran.” 

It was a loaded question. I already knew there 
was no precedent for the steps Attorney General 
Eric Holder had taken in reopening in 2009 a 
criminal investigation of CIA operations. Eugene 
Poteat, the president of the Association of Former 
Intelligence Offi cers, himself a 30-year CIA man, 
had already set me straight. “Nope, there is no 
precedent,” he explained. “Even the worst mistake 
in CIA history, the Bay of Pigs invasion under 
President Kennedy, had no criminal investigation. 
Men were fi red, including my boss, but no one was 
tried as a criminal.” 

He shook his head, looked at me, and described 
the context. “We were in the height of the Cold 
War, doing what the president asked us to do. 
Prosecuting the CIA would have been a disaster. It 
would have put a freeze on everything.” 

In order to help me understand the historical 
parallels and consequences of Holder’s investiga-
tion, Poteat introduced me to Singlaub, who helped 
organize the French resistance in support of the 
Normandy invasion and ran intelligence operations 
in Manchuria and, later, special ops in Vietnam. 
“At the time, Carter wanted to rely on reconnais-
sance satellites and electronic surveillance. He was 
looking for white-glove ways to combat Soviet-
sponsored subversion of the Third World, which is 
how we got into trouble in Iran. CIA offi cers in 
France actually had agents inside the operation of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The station chief 
warned that successful penetration would be 
compromised and that this was the wrong time to 
make Turner’s drastic cuts. ‘We’ve got operations 
going!’ was the objection. The response from 
Washington: ‘Let the French handle it.’” 

 Blinding the agency had devastating conse-
quences for Carter and the world. In 1979, months 

after a newly gutted CIA assured the administra-
tion that Iran was stable, Islamic revolution 
gripped the country, and 54 embassy staffers were 
taken hostage. The Sandinistas seized Nicaragua. 
The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan was bombed. The 
U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, Adolph Dubs, 
was murdered. (Dubs, incidentally, would be the 
last ambassador posted to Afghanistan until 2001.) 
Topping it off was the Soviet Union’s Christmas 
invasion of Afghanistan. “I can’t believe (the 
Soviets) lied to me,” Carter famously moaned. 

There was more to the degradation of U.S. 
intelligence capabilities than Turner’s cuts in 
personnel. The biggest loss, intelligence insiders 
agree, was of the agency’s appetite for risk. 

Former deputy national counterintelligence 
executive, and current professor of intelligence 
studies Kenneth deGraffenreid, a retired Navy 
captain, recounts the 1970s cultural shift that 
bastardized the uniformed and clandestine ser-
vices in the wake of Watergate, campus protests 
and the Church/Pike committees. Carter “ran his 
’76 campaign against the ‘troika of evil’ – Water-
gate, Vietnam and the CIA,” deGraffenreid recalls. 
“We saw it again in 2008, when Obama ran 
against Bush, Iraq and the CIA. I pray the results 
of that chronic naiveté are better this time around, 
but with SEALs being prosecuted, terrorists suing 
federal offi cials, ringleaders like Kalid Sheik 
Mohammed being tried in New York instead of 
(before) tribunals, and CIA offi cers prosecuted at 
home and overseas, where 23 were convicted in 
Italy, I’m just not convinced.”  

The sense of déjà vu strikes Singlaub as tragic. 
“Carter favored sterile forms of intelligence like 
satellites, things that couldn’t blow up in his face,” 
he said. “The rest, he chopped. Apologists will tell 

BY ILARIO PANTANO
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you Carter’s cuts were about cleaning out the bad 
eggs. Tell that to the Navy SEALs, the Green Berets 
and all of the other paramilitary forces that Carter 
wanted to either cut or, in the case of the SEALs, 
eliminate completely.” 

Singlaub’s 35-year military career included 
vanguard action and command of various intelli-
gence and special-ops missions in World War II, 
China, Korea, Vietnam and Latin America. Today, 
the 88-year-old Legionnaire still lectures at the 
advanced Special Forces course.

Carter was “simply not comfortable with 
unconventional operations and deemed 
them too politically 
risky,” Singlaub says. 
Desert One (the failed 
mission to rescue 
hostages from Iran) 
would prove beyond a 
doubt the degree to 
which he let our capa-
bilities atrophy. 

“No operation worth 
doing is without risk. If 
you go out on the street 
to conduct an operation, and there is no possible 
downside, you are wasting your time on something 
that is not worth doing,” says Charles Faddis, a 
retired CIA operations offi cer who in 2002 ran secret 
ground teams inside Iraq. “We do not pay men and 
women of the CIA to do what is safe and secure,” 
says Faddis, who served as department chief at the 
CIA’s Counterterrorism Center and as a chief of 
station in the Middle East. “Somebody else can do 
that. We pay them to take risks, to steal what no 
one thinks can be stolen, to do the impossible.”

Faddis’ book, “Beyond Repair,” paints a jaw-
dropping picture of the agency’s paralysis, a 
malaise compounded by Holder’s decision to 
criminally investigate CIA offi cers, he says. “I have 
no doubt that the attorney general is a good man,” 
Faddis says. “I have no doubt that he is acting in 
what he believes to be the country’s best interest. 
I also have no doubt that this action of his in 
launching this inquiry will have an absolutely 
catastrophic effect on the CIA and the entire 
intelligence community.”

 Maj. Gen. Bill Donovan, OSS founder, recipient 
of the Medal of Honor and father of U.S. intelli-
gence, once said, “If you fall, fall forward.” Faddis 
claims that inside today’s CIA, that mantra has 
mutated into “don’t fall.” 

“Donovan would not make it in the CIA today,” 
Faddis says. “He would be branded as too aggres-

sive, a cowboy and someone lacking the requi-
site corporate attitude. He would in due course, 
if he decided to stick it out, fi nd himself riding 
a desk somewhere in a corner at headquarters, 
shelved, put someplace where he couldn’t do 
any harm.

“Every CIA ops offi cer who is worth his salt has 
been prevented by (the) political climate and 
bureaucracy from doing what has to be done,” 
Faddis says. “As demonstrated by the decision in 
1998 to walk away from the attack on bin Laden’s 
Tarnak Farms compound, we have let a lot of 
targets get away over the years, because someone 

at headquarters was 
uncomfortable with the 
potential downside of 
the operation.” 

Faddis recounts a 
saying he claims has 
become popular at the 
Directorate of Opera-
tions: “Big ops, big 
problems; little ops, 
little problems; no ops, 
no problems.” 

 What does the current president of the OSS 
Society think of Faddis’ assertions about the 
agency’s current culture? Singlaub, who worked 
for Donovan, says the status quo of risk aversion is 
unacceptable and would have made it impossible 
for him to get anything done in their day. “We 
need to take a hard look at reforming our intelli-
gence bureaucracy and returning the incentive to 
take risk,” he says. 

He suggests a hearing with the House and 
Senate Select Intelligence committees as a place 
to start. “Congress and the president need to 
take some responsibility because these problems 
start at the top. I witnessed the politicization of 
intelligence in Korea and every war since. It’s not 
a new phenomenon. Let’s bring in the old guys 
and put the issues out there for the American 
people. Let’s talk openly about what has worked 
and what hasn’t, and why. The shooting at 
Fort Hood reminds us that good leadership 
demands tackling thorny issues before they 
become disasters.”  

Ilario Pantano is the author of “Warlord: No Better 
Friend, No Worse Enemy.” He has served 
as a Marine offi cer in Iraq and as a deputy sheriff 
in North Carolina. He founded an intelligence 
advocacy group called Stand With Intelligence 
and is a member of The American Legion.

“No operation worth doing 
is without risk. If you go out on 

the street to conduct an operation, 
and there is no possible downside, 

you are wasting your time 
on something that is 
not worth doing ....”
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Desert Storm 
veteran Mike Gainey, 
his wife, Suzanne,  and their 
daughters, Hannah, standing, and 
Gretchen, enjoy a new home, thanks 
to a partnership between American 
Legion Stevens-Chute Post 4 in 
Bend, Ore., and Bend Area Habitat 
for Humanity. With them are Jeff  
Lightburn, left, past commander 
of Post 4, and Richard Smith, 
vice commander.  Scott Spiker
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Houses for Heroes
An American Legion, Habitat partnership gives veterans a hand up.

BY KEN OLSEN 

Mike Gainey gave up the idea of buying a house 
when he moved his family to central Oregon in 
2006 to be closer to his wife’s family. Real-estate 
prices were so far out of reach that the Desert 
Storm veteran and his wife resigned themselves to 
life in a cramped, pricey rental. 

That’s no longer the case. Today, the Gaineys are 
one of three veteran families living in new homes 
because of a partnership between American 
Legion Stevens-Chute Post 4 in Bend, Ore., and the 
Bend Area Habitat for Humanity. The alliance 
intends to make more Oregon veterans homeown-
ers in the near future, and is an inspiration for the 
new national partnership between The American 
Legion and Habitat for Humanity, to provide homes 
for veterans who fi nd homeownership beyond their 
fi nancial reach, as well as for those stuck in 
substandard living quarters. 

“I saw the power of unity and collaboration in 
the community come alive when we announced 
the initiative in Bend,” says Jeff Lightburn, com-
mander of Post 4 from 2006 to 2008. “I saw the 
excitement build when we started helping the 
young families of veterans who had just come back 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. Virtually everybody in 
that town got enthusiastic about it.”

“This alliance is an opportunity for servicemen 
and women to volunteer with Habitat and join us 
to make simple, decent, affordable housing a 
reality, in partnership with families around the 
nation and the world,” says Liz Blake, Habitat’s 
senior vice president of advocacy, government 
affairs and general counsel.

Spontaneous Beginning. The central-Oregon 
partnership was sparked by a conversation 
Lightburn, Post 4 Vice Commander Richard 
Smith and then-Bend Habitat Executive Director 
David Love had over a cup of coffee in 2007. They 
started exploring ways of helping area veterans 
take advantage of Habitat housing programs, 
Lightburn says.

It was the perfect opportunity to meld the 

complementary talents of two well-established 
organizations. And Smith, a retired contractor who 
had worked as a construction manager for the 
Bend Habitat chapter, seemed the ideal person to 
make the partnership work in the fi eld. 

“We checked our egos at the door and stayed 
focused on the endgame,” Lightburn says. “We 
were all for one and one for all.” 

Even with a great team, “it’s not a quick result,” 
he adds. “You’ve got to put the effort into it.”  

The region has an ample number of former 
servicemembers who can benefi t from the Legion-
Habitat relationship. “My guess is that at least 20 
percent of the veterans are in a situation where 
they are homeless or in need of more substantial 
housing,” Love says.

Veterans who qualify for homes in Bend are 
typical of the families that Habitat for Humanity 
helps. One was jammed into a home too small for 
the number of children. Another family was losing 
its rental subsidy and looking for an alternative. 
The third family was struggling with a rent well 
beyond its fi nancial means. 

Such stories are repeated across the country, 
among everyone from white-collar professionals to 
returning soldiers. “Depending on where you live in 
this country, you can be a teacher or a policeman 
and still not be able to access affordable shelter,” 
says Desiree Adaway, senior director of volunteer 
mobilization for Habitat for Humanity International.

Still, it can be diffi cult to get veterans to try to 
buy Habitat houses. “One of the problems we have 
is the pride of the American veteran,” Love says. 
“A lot of them won’t apply for help. They would 
rather try to get by.”

Smith confi rms that. “A lot of veterans think that 
it’s charity. It’s hard to break that. But, as Habitat 
says, ‘It’s not a handout, it’s a hand up.’”

Applicants go through a rigorous screening 
process and are required to take classes on fi nan-
cial management and other aspects of homeowner-
ship. They are also required to invest 600 hours of 
“sweat equity” by helping with other Habitat 
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projects. That investment of time becomes the 
down payment on their future home. In return, 
successful applicants receive no-interest loans to 
purchase well-built, modest houses. Habitat uses 
the proceeds to construct other homes.

A Call to Hammers. As they worked to get veteran 
applicants in the pipeline, Post 4 and Habitat asked 
volunteers to donate their labor to help veteran 
families earn their sweat equity. That included 
inviting members of 
the Oregon Army 
National Guard from 
the Bend area to join 
the effort. People 
from across the 
community, includ-
ing fi refi ghters and 
police offi cers, also 
turned out to help. 
Veterans spanning 
more than 60 years 
of military service 
stepped forward. 
“We even had one 
World War II veteran 
who was out there 
swinging a hammer,” 
Gainey says. “It was 
wonderful to see.” 

Building the houses “was like an old-fashioned 
barn-raising,” Lightburn adds. “We’d put out a call 
to veterans, and everyone would show up. We got 
it framed and ready to go in very short order.”

Gainey added personal touches: extra insulation 
in the walls and upgraded doors. The home is 
energy-effi cient, with a bank of solar panels that 
trim $35 to $40 off the family’s monthly electrical 
bill. “Not only do we see savings in our mortgage, 
because we aren’t paying any interest, but we also 
see savings in our energy bill,” he says. “In an area 
where homes are very expensive, this takes 
something that is essentially unobtainable and 
makes it obtainable.”

Meanwhile, Legion members organized silent 
auctions, weekly poker games and other events 
that raised more than $40,000 to help defray 
construction costs and lower the veteran families’ 
house payments. The fi rst “vet build,” as the 
Legion and Habitat call it, was dedicated July 4, 
2008. The most recent home was completed in 
August 2009. Smith, now commander of Post 4, 
plans to get the next vet build started in the 
months ahead.

Bend’s program is seen as a model for other 
Legion-Habitat relationships nationwide. They say 
if you focus on volunteers, fundraising will follow. 

“When volunteers come out on the job site and 
work side by side with a family, they get to know 
them and say, ‘Hey, we should support that family,’” 
Love says. “Not only will they continue to donate 
time, but they’ll bring fi nancial resources as well.”

Having the Legion’s assistance is key, Gainey 
adds. “It was without a doubt benefi cial to us. Jeff 

was able to get not only 
additional volunteer labor 
through the Legion, but 
additional equity hours 
toward our total.” 

Low-Cost Condos. Legion 
posts and Habitat chapters 
are joining forces to help 
veterans in other communi-
ties. For example, Habitat for 
Humanity of Westchester 
County, N.Y., and American 
Legion Post 8 in New Ro-
chelle are working to buy a 
building in downtown New 
Rochelle and renovate it into 
affordable condos for veter-
ans. If it goes according to 

schedule, the project will start this summer, and 
veterans will move in by mid-2011. 

Westchester County is a natural place for this 
sort of partnership. West Point cadets routinely 
volunteer on Habitat projects. And for the past 
three years, Habitat has helped Jim Lasser, fi rst 
vice commander of Post 8, gather winter coats to 
distribute to patients at FDR Hudson Valley VA 
Medical Center in Montrose, N.Y. In addition, 
Westchester Habitat donated new wood fl ooring for 
the post a few years ago and painted most of the 
inside of the building.

“The American Legion for me, growing up, 
was a great place for helping the community,” 
says Jim Killoran, executive director of the local 
Habitat chapter. “We have a responsibility, when 
the guys come back, to make sure they have a 
house to live in.”

Smith hopes the sentiment spreads. 
“There are so many veterans out there who can 

qualify,” the Bend post commander says. “Let’s put 
these heroes in a home.”  

Ken Olsen is a frequent writer for The American 
Legion Magazine.

Frank Hull, left, of Stevens-Chute Post 4 has helped build 
several Habitat homes, including one for Keith Matthews 
and his wife, Nakala, an Army veteran. They were the fi rst 
Bend-area family to apply for a Habitat home. Courtesy Jeff  Lightburn
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Still 
Standing

At fi rst, the trip was more tedium than drama: 
U.S. Army Spc. Shoshana Johnson, a cook, rode in 
an 18-truck caravan heading out of Kuwait to 
provide services support in Iraq. Getting to the job 
site required three days of nearly nonstop driving. 
Nothing much for Johnson to do but ride along 
endless stretches of desert until the caravan 
reached the city of Nasiriyah on March 23, 2003. 

That’s when the ambush hit.
The sounds of gunfi re, explosions and shouting 

swirled into a frenzied blur. Injured in both legs, 
Johnson was captured as an offi cial prisoner of 
war – the fi rst black female POW in U.S. history. 

Her weeks of captivity and eventual rescue on 
April 13, 2003, are the subject of a new book, 
“I’m Still Standing: From Captive Soldier to Free 
Citizen – My Journey” (Touchstone), written by 
Johnson with co-author M.L. Doyle. The account 
offers gripping, never-before-revealed details about 
her experience: Johnson and her fellow soldiers 
with the 507th Maintenance Company were at-
tacked by angry insurgents who fi red rounds and 
lobbed mortars. After getting shot, Johnson took 
cover under a truck with other wounded Americans 
and was eventually captured. She ended up in a 
small cell, where guards and doctors treated her 
with compassion. “We must show the world our 
humanity,” a doctor told Johnson. 

“I fi gured he was missing the point,” she writes. 
“You either had it, and people knew it, or you 
didn’t. Humanity wasn’t something you should 
have to demonstrate ….”

Born in Panama as the oldest of three daughters, 
Johnson grew up in a military family, living in 
seven cities before graduating from Andress High 
in El Paso, Texas, in 1991. Her father, Claude, 
retired from the Army with a rank of sergeant fi rst 
class. Johnson enrolled in Junior ROTC in high 
school and joined the Army in 1998 after dropping 
out of the University of Texas at El Paso. “I was 
proud to continue our military tradition,” Johnson 
says. “It was the family business, really. It’s the 
only life we’ve known.”

BY DENNIS MCCAFFERTY

Iraq POW Shoshana Johnson opens up 
about her time in captivity.

“ You’re trained to maintain pride and 
dignity and respect for your country, 
and to avoid doing anything that 
would result in another soldier being 
in the same position you were in.”

Getty
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She served stateside until February 2003, when 
she was deployed to Iraq. In a recent conversation 
with The American Legion Magazine, Johnson 
talked about her military experiences and time 
as a POW.

Q: What was it like growing up in a military family 
like yours?
A: My parents were strict and traditional. 
You got up early every day – even at 6 a.m. 
on Saturdays because that was cleaning day, 
the entire house from top to bottom. Grades 
were a big deal. You did not do anything else 
if you weren’t up on your schoolwork. I played 
on the school softball team. I was a catcher. 
But I missed practices when my grades slipped. 
My parents knew that education would shape 
who I was for the rest of my life. Education would 
dictate what kind of job I’d get and how I’d be 
able to take care of my family. This commitment 
and discipline helped me in many ways with 
my POW experience, and with the military 
in general.

Q: What was the state of Iraq when you arrived?
A: The war hadn’t even started yet. I always 
held out hope that we’d avoid a confl ict. But 
you prepare for the worst. The place was pretty 
much what I expected, but sometimes it would 
surprise you. You’d drive past a nomad camp 
with lots of horses and camels. Then you’d 
pass a service station with BMWs and Mercedes-
Benzes. It could literally be like two sides of the 
world there.

Q: Were you trained to deal with a POW situation?
A: Yes, it was covered as part of your basic 
training. It went beyond, “Just say your name, 
rank and serial number.” You were taught to 
adhere to the Army Code of Conduct, which 
teaches you to be strong and remember that 
you’re an American soldier. You’re trained to 
maintain pride and dignity and respect for your 
country, and to avoid doing anything that would 
result in another soldier being in the same 
position you were in.

Q: Describe the ambush.
A: It was early morning. We had just gotten 
to the city, and we were attacked within moments. 
It was stress and tension that never let up, and 
it seemed like it went on for hours and hours. 
But they tell me it only lasted for about 90 minutes. 
The whole time, you’re trying to remember 

every single thing they taught you throughout 
your career. Your heart is beating fast. Your 
adrenaline is pumping. You’re constantly thinking, 
“What’s next?” I was hit early on. So I handed 
over my M16 and was told to take cover under-
neath our vehicle, which was disabled. I heard 
loud blasts. I’d ask, “Is that one of ours or one 
of theirs?” It was nonstop confusion. It seemed 
like the entire city was out there to attack us. 
When we were captured, we all got roughed 
up pretty badly. I was beaten and kicked until 
they realized I was a woman. Then they backed 
off a bit.

Q: Were you treated humanely after that?
A: For the most part. They took me to an old 
school building that served as a medical treatment 
facility of sorts. A doctor came in, and he was 
very polite. He looked at my wounds and said 
I’d be OK. I asked if I’d lose either of my legs 
and he said, “No, it’s just soft-tissue damage.” 
That wasn’t true. I had a broken leg. But they 
were able to save it.

Q: In your cell, was there anything you were able 
to ask for?
A: Not really, unless you count being allowed 
to go to the bathroom and getting a clean change 
of underwear. It was a small cell with a metal door 
that had a tiny peephole. There was a tiny light 
there, but it didn’t work all the time. There was a 
small window way above, but it allowed very, very 
little light. There was nothing to read. I only had 
myself to keep it all going.

Q: How did you get through the captivity?
A: I worked on sit-ups. I was injured, but I thought 
if I got up to 20, I’d be making progress toward 
recovery. I was able to do that. I thought about 
my little girl and comforted myself by keeping 
in mind that she was being taken care of by my 
parents and was fi ne. I had already missed a lot 
with her. I was there for her fi rst words, but I 
missed her fi rst birthday party and her baby 
steps. I just kept telling myself that I will eventu-
ally get home, and I will be there for those kinds 
of moments.

Q: Were you threatened at all?
A: Not for my life. There were just some uncom-
fortable moments. One guard in particular was 
hitting on me. He’d hold my hand at times. I’d pull 
away. This situation repeated itself until he fi nally 
stopped coming around.
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Q: Were there guards who demonstrated kindness?
A: Yes. One gentleman in particular acted very 
paternal and protective of me. He’d even sleep 
outside my cell, as if he were standing watch to 
make sure nothing bad happened. He told me 
he had two wives and 11 children, and all he 
wanted to do was go home to them. I never 
even learned his name or found out what 
happened to him.

Q: I once interviewed Sen. John McCain about 
his experiences in captivity, and he told me he didn’t 
know that man had landed on the moon until well 
over a year after it happened. You were a POW for 
less than a month, but did you have similar feelings 
of disconnect?
A: I did, but it didn’t hit me until I came home. 
We missed news about three weeks of confl ict, 
of Asan Akbar tossing grenades in U.S. tents. 

I found out that they had the 
Oscars while I was in captiv-
ity and I was thinking, “How 
could they have something 
like the Oscars when all of 
this is going on?”

Q: Were you able to communi-
cate with other prisoners?
A: We tried, with limited 
success. Two of our 
men kept tapping on walls 
with their spoons until the 
guards found out and took 
the spoons away. It took me 
a while to fi gure out that 
they were communicating 
to each other in code. 
Mainly, we’d just shout 

from our cells, “How are you doing? Are you 
hurt?” Then the guards would tell us to shut up. 
But they never harmed the women. With the men, 
they may have gotten more physical. You’d hear a 
cell door open, then shut, and then nothing. You 
knew something was going on. The men haven’t 
really shared with us what happened. They don’t 
want to talk about it yet. That’s fi ne. They’ll be 
able to talk about it in their own time.

Q: Jessica Lynch was taken hostage during the same 
ambush. Did you know her?
A: Yes, we were friends before we went on the 
caravan. She was in supply, and I was the cook. 
She’d talk about life and who she was dating, 
and she’d ask me about my little girl.

Q: What did you want most after being rescued and 
getting back to the United States?
A: The entire time during captivity, I just kept 
thinking about having a steak with a baked potato 
and a Bud Light. That’s what I had.

Q: How are your wounds now?
A: My legs are as good as they’ll get. I still have 
circulation problems. I can still run, although if I 
do, I’ll feel it later, for days. But I’m not complain-
ing. At least I still have my legs. Many soldiers are 
returning without theirs.

Q: Why did you take so long to write this book?
A: I had to be in a good place mentally before I 
could relive it all over again. Then I got tired of 
people talking about my story and giving out 
misinformation, like I was leading the convoy or 
I was shot in my shoulder. I wanted to set the 
record straight, from my point of view.

Q: There was some controversy about Lynch and how 
she became the face of the captives. Did you harbor 
any resentment about her fame?
A: Not at all. We see each other at least once a 
year. We were good friends before this happened, 
and we’ll continue to be good friends.

Q: What’s next for you?
A: I’m going to culinary school and I plan on being 
a pastry chef. I’d like to go into catering, and make 
wedding cakes. Maybe for myself, or maybe for 
someone else with a small business.

Q: Before the Army, were you interested in cooking?
A: Oh, yes. I was always in the kitchen baking. 
For Christmas, I loved to get out the mixer and 
the cookie press and come up with tasty creations. 
Chocolate-chip cookies were my specialty. Now 
I’m into more sophisticated desserts, like 
coconut cake.

Q: What’s the best lesson from your experience?
A: To never sell yourself short. I always thought 
if I got into a situation like this, that I’d never be 
able to handle it, that I’d die from fear. But I didn’t. 
I was able to hang on and do my best for my 
country and myself. It goes to show that you never 
know how much strength you have until you’re 
put to the test. 

Dennis McCafferty is a senior writer for USA 
Weekend and a regular contributor to The 
American Legion Magazine.

AP
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Stars and Stripes cartoonist brought laughs to front lines.

Abian ‘Wally’ Wallgren
America’s World War I military brass likely winced every time 

they opened an issue of Stars and Stripes, unsure if one among 
them would be ridiculed in print. Yet they didn’t censure the 
irreverent, albeit very popular, buck private behind the pen-and-
ink drawings that mocked military life no holds barred.

Americans grew up with such satirical commentary, reading the 
prewar tales of Abian “Wally” Wallgren in The Philadelphia Public 
Ledger and The Washington Post. 

For nine months, Wallgren worked as a regimental sign painter, 
roaming the Western Front. He was a natural choice for the 
editorial staff of Stars and Stripes, published for the American 
Expeditionary Forces fi ghting in France. His “Helpful Hints” 
cartoons were all the rage among the ranks during their run from 
February 1918 to June 1919.

Here in print was a rebel Marine telling Army soldiers across the 
theater: “Do not sneeze in your gas mask,” “Never wear patent-
leather pumps in the trenches,” and, “Never pull your overcoat 
through the bore of your rifl e to clean it.” And by all means, 
“Never fl irt with your superior offi cer,” especially when she 
happens to be a lieutenant, not just your nurse.

Wallgren used his experiences at the front to poke fun at life in 
the war, in hopes of making it more tolerable for those fi ghting. 
Stars and Stripes published a collection of his work, “Wally: His 
Cartoons of the AEF,” in early 1919. 

The Wally who doughboys across France craved to read each 
week continued to poke fun in the postwar years as a fi rst-genera-
tion Legionnaire. His next gig, while in his 30s, was at The Ameri-
can Legion Magazine, as the organization’s offi cial cartoonist. 
Then came the cartoon adventures of “Hoosegow Herman,” created 
in Wallgren’s own image and published in 22 daily newspapers 
and nine Sunday papers across the country.

Despite the satire, disrespect and general trashing of the military 
of which he was a part, Wallgren commanded an audience and 
some respect of his own from the brass.

As reported by Time magazine: “By the time the war was over, 
Wally had become one of the best known and most popular AEF 
veterans. To the delight of his buddies, this very role model of a 
worthless soldier was awarded a medal of the Purple Heart on 
special recommendation of Gen. Pershing.”

That’s Gen. John Pershing, commander in chief of the AEF, who 
wanted a newspaper written by servicemen, to inform and enter-
tain them in the trenches of France far from home. With his 
humorous take on military leadership and discipline, Wallgren had 
a great deal to do with Stars and Stripes’ appeal, endearing him to 
troops and offi cers alike.

– Paul Fedorchak

The dossier
Worked as a cartoonist for 
The Philadelphia Public Ledger 
and The Washington Post before 
World War I, creating strips 
such as “Inbad the Sailor” and 
“Tired Timothy.”

Served with the 5th Marines, 
1st Division, in France.

Arrested for trying to smuggle 
cognac into camp in 1917. “It was 
the fi rst vagary of a mildly 
undisciplined disposition, which 
ultimately got Pvt. Wallgren seven 
courts-martial, but never for 
anything more serious than 
‘butting an offi  cer in the stomach 
to get into quarters’” (Time).

Published “The AEF in Cartoons” 
with John Winterich in 1933.

Died in Upper Darby, Pa., in 1948. 
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“I may not live long enough to see 
the crisis, but my soul is going to 
come back and haunt you.”

Paul Volcker, former chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, predicting an economic crisis 

if Congress fails to adopt trading limits in 
a law dubbed the “Volcker rule” 

“We’re talking about a culture 
change, that we don’t have a single 
clinician or benefi ts person saying, 
‘You really don’t have Gulf War 
illness, this is only imaginary’ or 
‘You’re really not sick.’” 

VA offi  cial John Gingrich on the 
government’s plan to take another look 

at the disability claims of Gulf War veterans 

“I was positive that I won ... 
But I saw that Evan needs 
a medal more than I do. Maybe 

because I already have one.”
Yevgeny Plushenko of Russia,

after losing the gold medal to 
the United States’ Evan Lysacek 

in men’s fi gure skating at the 
2010 Winter Olympics 

“We’ve already 
been to the moon.”

Buzz Aldrin, the second man 
to walk on the lunar surface in 

1969, saying NASA should aim 
for putting humans on Mars 

“It was like holding the 
Holy Grail.”

Vincent Zurzolo, co-owner 
of Metropolis Collectibles, which 

arranged the $1 million auction of 
Action Comics No. 1, featuring 

Superman’s fi rst appearance

“To the extent it has 
degenerated into a political 

pep rally, I’m not sure why 
we’re there.”

Chief Justice John Roberts, calling the 
atmosphere of January’s State of the Union 

address “troubling” during a visit to the 
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa

Source: Reuters, AP, The Washington Post, AFP, The New York Times, USA Today

A rebuke to Hollywood portrayals
of the military, the GI Film Festival 
is celebrating its fourth year.

‘ We are onto 
something’
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Brandon Millett and his wife, Laura Law-Millett, didn’t like 
Hollywood’s representation of the military. So the couple set 
out to change it. 

He’s worked in communications and public relations for 20 
years. A former American Legion Auxiliary Girls State counselor 
and West Point graduate, she spent 14 years in the Army and 
Army Reserve before starting a career in sales and marketing. In 
2007, the husband and wife pooled their talents and founded 
the GI Film Festival as a venue for fi lms that highlight the 
honorable nature of military service. The annual event is the 
fi rst of its kind to recognize works that celebrate the successes 
and sacrifi ces of the U.S. military through the medium of fi lm. 

Honored with the National Commander’s Public Relations 
Award at the Washington Conference, Brandon and Laura 
talked with The American Legion Magazine about the fourth 
annual GI Film Festival, which kicks off  May 12 in Washington. 

Q: Where did you get the idea for a GI Film Festival?
Brandon: It grew out of a conversation we had about 
fi ve years ago. Laura had just seen a fi lm called “Buff alo 
Soldiers,” where the GIs were portrayed as drug dealers. I had 
just read an article in The Los Angeles Times, and the opening 
line was, “I don’t support the troops,” and the writer went on to 
say that we need to begin blaming the men and the women 

James V. CarrollGetty

[FILM ]
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pulling the triggers. We felt that was 
a slippery slope to start going down. 
We also started reading stories about 
how all these fi lms coming out of 
Hollywood were going to be 
anti-military. There were about seven 
or eight at the time. We fi gured this 
is not only unfair to men and women 
in uniform, it’s also unwise. We’re in a 
time of war, and the last thing we 
need to be doing is denigrating the 
warrior. I’d just been to a fi lm festival, 
and we said, “Hey, why not try a fi lm 
festival for the military?” We were 
shocked to fi nd it had never been 
done before.

Q: What was the next step?
Laura: I called everybody I knew in 
the military, and Brandon called 
everyone he knew in Hollywood. We 
uncovered every stone. Suddenly, we 
had a team together, friends and 
family, and people we had just met 
who thought it was a good idea, and 
we were able to pull off  our fi rst year.
Brandon: When we started making 
those calls, we knew we’d struck a 
nerve. We really didn’t know what to 
expect when we started it. We 
thought it would be a small event 
with some close friends and family, 
but it ended up mushrooming, and 
we’ve grown every year since.

Q: What did you learn from 
organizing the fi rst festival?
Brandon: Probably the biggest 
lesson we learned was we needed to 
do a better job of communicating 
what we’re trying to do: getting 
more, for lack of a better term, butts 
in the seats for the event. We had a 
tremendous fi rst year, as events go, 
but we knew we needed to do a 
better job of communicating the 
importance of the GI Film Festival. 
Laura: I would also say, have a sense 
of humor. Be fl exible. Occasionally, 
there will be a fi lm where, for some 
reason, the sound doesn’t work. 
Someone is supposed to be where 
they’re supposed to be at a certain 
time, and they end up on the wrong 
side of town at the wrong venue. 

Q: How many movies did you screen 
at the fi rst festival? And how many 
people attended? 
Brandon: At our fi rst festival, 
we screened 20 fi lms. It was hard to 
tell attendance the fi rst year because 
we gave large blocks of tickets away 
to active-duty GIs and veterans, 
but we probably had about 1,500 
people. This year we expect 
somewhere in the 3,000 to 
4,000 range. And every year 
we’ve grown in terms of the 
number of fi lms submitted. 
We’ve had over 500 fi lms 
submitted in our fi rst 
three years, which is 
more than we ever could 
have anticipated.

Q: How many fi lms will you 
screen this year? 
A: We’ll probably screen 
24 fi lms or so. We’re doing 
a little bit with video gaming 
as well. We’re incorporating 
a new element to attract a 
new audience.

Q: What’s the reaction been?
Laura: Our fi rst year, we had a 
fi lm that depicted a unit in 
Vietnam using actual footage from 
their time there and where these 
guys are now. The unit had a 
mini-reunion, and some of them 
cried after seeing the fi lm. It was the 
fi rst time they’d seen their story on 
screen, and we’ve been hearing 
that from other veterans who 
have come: “This is the fi rst time I’ve 
seen it right, the fi rst time I’ve seen 
what we did portrayed honorably.” 
It amazes me to see that emotional 
outpouring. It lets us know that we 
are onto something. 
Brandon: We view the festival as an 
opportunity to educate people in 
Hollywood who may not have any 
familiarity with the military. A 
big-time producer from Hollywood 
came out for our Wounded Warrior 
Appreciation Night, and he called us 
after the festival was over and said, 
“When I went to that event, I couldn’t 

sleep for three nights, and I was 
consumed with fi nding a way to help 
our servicemen and women.” They 
come to the festival expecting to see 
a movie, and they leave realizing 
they’ve had a life-changing 
experience.

Q: What does it mean to you 
to receive this award from 
The American Legion?

Brandon: We started the festival to 
honor men and women in uniform, 
and here we are receiving an award 
from the nation’s most respected 
veterans service organization. So it is 
an honor.   

 – Steve Brooks

  www.gifi lmfestival.com

Corbis
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No one from Staff  Sgt. Louis Feuerstein’s family had ever 
visited his grave. A co-worker of mine, Frank Giangerelli, told 
me about him. The fallen soldier was Frank’s great uncle – 
his grandmother’s brother – who 
died when he was shot down over 
Europe during World War II. He was 
buried at the Ardennes American 
Cemetery in Belgium. His parents, of 
course, and many of his siblings, are 
now deceased. That no one from the 
family had been to his grave 
weighed heavily on the mind of 
Frank’s grandmother. After learning 
of this, I informed Frank that I go to 
Belgium every year for the annual 
82nd Airborne Division 
commemorative march to retrace 
many of the routes taken during the 
Battle of the Bulge. I told him I would 
go to the cemetery myself and place 
fl owers and whatever else his 
grandmother would like at the grave. 

On a cold gray Friday in late 
February, three friends and I made 
our way down the gentle slope of 
the American Military Cemetery 
at Condroz in Belgium. We were 
seeking Plot C, Row 37, Grave 16 – the fi nal resting place of 
Staff  Sgt. Louis Feuerstein of New Jersey, who was killed 
when he was shot down over Europe on April 23, 1944, while 
serving with the 746th Bomb Squadron of the 456th Bomb 
Group (Heavy).

As we walked, we could see to our left and right hundreds 
of crosses and Stars of David, all in perfect symmetry. Many 
of the inscriptions read “A Comrade Known But to God.” It 
seemed as if every state was represented.

The cemetery was eerily quiet. Only a few visitors were 
there, including a man in an offi  cial uniform who was 
speaking with a small group of people. I could not make out 
what he was saying or fi gure out why they were gathered.

Eventually, we reached the grave. I gazed upon it and 
thought about how, here, a young American rested far from 
his native New Jersey. I placed a small plaque and a letter 
written by Louis’ sister at the grave. I felt as if, through the 

letter, Louis was fi nally able to understand how much the 
family missed and loved him, even after 65 years. The plaque 
read, “Time forgets … but the heart always remembers.”

We were starting to leave when 
the gentleman in the offi  cial uniform 
approached us. He introduced 
himself as Michael Green, 
superintendent of the cemetery. 
He informed us that he is a retired 
master sergeant who served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He saw us at 
Feuerstein’s grave and asked if I was 
a relative. “No, he was the relative of 
a good friend,” I responded, and 
explained the story.

Green listened and said he would 
like to do something special in 
honor of our visit to pay respects. He 
ascended the slope to the chapel 
area while we stood near the grave. 
From out of the chapel came the fi rst 
notes of “The Star Spangled Banner.” 
Shivers went through me. All four of 
us immediately stood at attention. 
When our national anthem was over, 
“Taps” played, reverberating 
through the cemetery.

There could have been no greater moment for us – 
members of a generation made free by the sacrifi ces of 
Louis Feuerstein and so many other Americans – than to 
stand at this grave, listen to the familiar music and affi  rm 
that they will never be forgotten.

As we prepared to depart, I thanked Green for what he 
had done. He said it was an honor. I told him that I was 
disappointed I could not fi nd a fl orist in the area and that 
the family had wished to have fl owers placed at the grave. 

“I will take care of it,” Green said. He made a phone call 
and told us fl owers would arrive later in the day, and that he 
would place them at the grave and e-mail photographs to 
me. When I returned home, I checked my computer and 
found an e-mail with the heading MISSION ACCOMPLISHED. 
Attached were several photos of a beautiful fl oral 
arrangement at the grave of Staff  Sgt. Louis Feuerstein. 

I told the Giangerelli family, who fi nally, after more than 
six decades, feel a bit of closure about the life and death of 
one of their loved ones.

U.S. Army Special Forces retiree Tommy McArdle, now a police 
offi  cer in New Jersey, is a historian and frequent visitor of 
battlegrounds from the European campaign of World War II.
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Mission accomplished
A World War II veteran’s overseas grave receives a rare visitor.

BY TOMMY McARDLE

[MEMORIAL DAY]

Read more about the 82nd Airborne Division 
commemorative march and view the slideshow online:

  www.legion.org/magazine

Courtesy of Ardennes American Cemetery
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[CAREERS ]

Green careers 
on the rise

Amid all the talk of industry 
downsizings, layoff s and double-digit 
unemployment, certain industries 
and professions are on the rise. 

Most notable 
is the green 
economy: the 
businesses, 
industries and 
positions 
involved in 
producing 
greener 
products, 

using cleaner processes, improving 
product sustainability, and 
minimizing each company’s 
negative impact on the environment. 

So, where are the green jobs? 
Caring for the earth (atmospheric 

and environmental science, ecology, 
geoscience, biology, hydrology)

Managing natural resources 
(air, fi sh and wildlife, forests, land, 
waste, water)

Developing alternative energy 
(geothermal, solar, tidal and marine, 
wind, nuclear, waste)

Rebuilding infrastructure 
(green building, manufacturing, 
smart grid, supply and distribution, 
transportation)

Shaping a “green economy” 
(law, politics, policy, regulation and 
compliance, regulatory enforcement)

Providing green products and 
services (ecotourism, event planning, 
natural personal care and cleaning)

Opportunities are multiplying – for 
scientists, engineers, conservationists, 
environmental technicians, foresters, 
researchers, lab technicians, skilled 
workers and tradesmen, 
technologists, regulators, policy 
enactors,  press and PR specialists, 
business managers, designers, land 
planners, attorneys, risk-management 
analysts, investment analysts and 
scores of other professions. Can you 
fi nd your dream green career?

Wendy Enelow is co-author of “Expert 
Résumés for Military-to-Civilian 
Transitions” and “Executive Résumé 
Toolkit.” www.wendyenelow.com

THE JOB FRONT
BY WENDY S. ENELOW

Richard Corman

[CONVENTION ]

4Troops to 
perform in 
Milwaukee

4Troops, a quartet of former 
Army soldiers that includes a top-20 
fi nisher from NBC’s “America’s Got 
Talent,” will perform at the Legion’s 
92nd National Convention in 
Milwaukee on Aug. 30 and 31. 

All four singers – David Clemo, 
Ron Henry, Meredith Melcher and 
Daniel Jens, clockwise from left – 
are veterans of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Handpicked by Sony 
executives who wanted to create a musical group that could tour and raise money 
for veterans groups, the members of 4Troops released their fi rst single, “For Freedom,” 
in March. The group’s debut album, a collection of patriotic and uplifting songs, hit 
April 20. 

After performing the national anthem at NASCAR’s Food City 500 in Bristol, Tenn., 
March 21, 4Troops traveled to Fort Bragg, N.C., Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland, 
and Fort Sam Houston and Fort Hood, Texas. The quartet also taped a special aboard 
USS Intrepid in New York that will air this summer on PBS.

  www.4troopsmusic.com

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates, LLP are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston,
TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the US.

www.VeteranMeso.com

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with

MESOTHELIOMA

Call us for a FREE, NO OBLIGATION
consulta�on at

877-839-MESO
(877-839-6376)

Transforming Lives 
Through LawTM

If your case is accepted by Fleming &  Associates,
it will not be referred to another lawyer or law firm.
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[WASHINGTON CONFERENCE]

At 50th Washington Conference, Hill lays out 
how Legion has made a diff erence in past year.

‘Looks like they 
got the message’

BY STEVE BROOKS

The American Legion’s lobbying eff orts make a diff erence. 
During the Washington Conference Commander’s Call on 
March 2, National Commander Clarence Hill told that to a 
packed room of nearly 800 Legion family members, who 
later traveled en masse from the Renaissance Hotel to 
Capitol Hill to meet with their senators and representatives.

“Will your actions today really make a diff erence? Will 
anyone listen? According to the issues on (the Legion’s) 
legislative priority sheet last year, I think so,” Hill said. 
“Advance appropriations for VA medical care: that’s now 
Public Law 111-81. VA received advance appropriations for 
fi scal year 2010, before the public law was signed. I guess 
they heard you.

“VA appropriations for fi scal year 2010: it wasn’t signed 
into law before the start of the fi scal year, but advance 
appropriations for VA’s three medical accounts were 
included in a continuing resolution until the omnibus 
appropriations bill was signed. Looks like they got the 
message on that one, too.”

Hill said VA funding met or exceeded nearly every 
recommendation by the Legion, and while issues still exist 
with the new Post-9/11 GI Bill, he applauded Congress for 
keeping a close eye on the situation.

Speaking to Legionnaires, VA Secretary Eric Shinseki 
promised to focus on the backlog of VA disability claims. 
“This is one area where we didn’t progress as fast as I would 
have wanted,” he said. “That’s not to say that we didn’t work 
claims processing hard. Last year we completed 974,000 
claims, and then we received a million new ones in return. 
Our productivity went up, and so did our receipts. We know 
that we’re going to have to get better and faster at it.”

Rep. C.W. “Bill” Young, R-Fla., received the Legion’s 
Distinguished Public Service Award for his “commitment to 
our nation’s military and intelligence communities, 
particularly to quality of life for military personnel and their 
families, and to a continued advocacy of medical research 
immunization programs, and to protecting the American 
fl ag from physical desecration.”

A member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Defense and the Subcommittee on Military Construction, 
Veterans Aff airs and Related Agencies, Young vowed to 
continue to vote for military funding.

“We have got to provide whatever it is that our military 
needs to keep us safe,” he said. “My commitment is any 
training must be provided to prepare the troops for the 
mission. Any equipment or technology that must be 
provided for the mission must be provided.”

Deputy Secretary of Defense William J. Lynne III briefed 
Legionnaires on the situations in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

“(U.S. servicemembers) have now fought in Iraq and 
Afghanistan longer than we fought in World War I and World 
War II combined. Their sacrifi ce is bringing security 
to America and stability to many parts of the world,” he said. 
“As our forces leave Iraq, we face tough new challenges in 
Afghanistan. As we’ve seen in the city of Marjah, the fi ghting 
is fi erce. Our strategy, however, recognizes that military 
action is only the fi rst step in a successful transition. The 
Afghan government and our forces must ultimately take 
responsibility for security and governance.”

Rep. Jim Marshall, D-Ga., asked Legionnaires to support 
his bill, H.R. 333, which eliminates the disabled veterans tax 
for military retirees. “Get your members to sign on to 333. It’s 
an easy number to remember,” he said. “Use that term: 
‘disabled veterans tax.’”

U.S. Rep. John Boozman, R-Ark., a member of the House 
Committee on Veterans Aff airs, reminded Legionnaires that 
they play a key role in gaining passage for legislation.

“We have to have you guys,” he said. “Your leadership 
does a tremendous job, but they can’t be eff ective without 
you. I can’t tell you how important it is to share with your 
members of Congress, when you look them in the eye ... and 
say, ‘Remember, we have this priority or that priority.’ As a 
result, we really have been able to get a lot done in the last 
several years.”

Steve Brooks is multimedia editor for The American Legion.
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Complete coverage is available online.

  www.legion.org/washingtonconference2010

 Washington Conference

For his steadfast commitment to furthering 
military quality of life and protecting the 
U.S. fl ag, Rep. C.W. “Bill” Young, R-Fla., received 
The American Legion’s Distinguished Public 
Service Award. Watch video coverage online.

Young honored as 
distinguished public servant

James V. Carroll

The Legion’s Homeless Veterans Provider 
Workshop emphasizes prevention, education, 
vocational training and eff ective health care 
as ways to eliminate homelessness 
among veterans. 

How to prevent veterans 
homelessness

Craig Roberts

The VA secretary vows “to fi nd and break 
all standing obstacles that have been part 
of holding us up, and try to get faster and 
better processing.” Watch video 
coverage online.

Shinseki: Claims backlog 
VA’s focus in 2010

James V. Carroll

At the Legion’s Department Service Offi  cers 
School, VA representatives say the agency 
needs to be concerned with better 
treatment for an increasing population of 
women veterans.

The unique needs 
of women veterans

Noel St. John

Rep. Glenn Nye, D-Va., who serves on the House Veterans 
Aff airs and Armed Services committees, has fought to 
make more government funds available to veteran-
owned businesses, and to impose criminal penalties 
against companies that falsely claim to be owned by 
disabled veterans to receive federal contracts.

Nye receives Legion 
business award

Noel St. John
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A new DoD report on missile defense 
concludes, “The ballistic missile threat is 
increasing both quantitatively and 
qualitatively, and is likely to continue to 
do so over the next decade.” North Korea 
and Iran top the threat list. Among the 
qualitative threat issues, the report notes:

 “More states are moving to advanced 
liquid-propellant systems and even to 
solid-propellant systems, which increase 
fl exibility, mobility, survivability, and 
reliability.”

 “Ranges are increasing, putting ever 
more targets at risk.”

 “Some states are 
also taking steps to 
increase the protection 
of their ballistic missiles 
from pre-launch attack, 
including through more 
aggressive denial and 
deception practices.”

Thanks to improvements in 
ground-based midcourse 
defenses, “the United States 
possesses a capability to counter the 
projected threat from North Korea and 
Iran for the foreseeable future.” 

NEW POSTS
Greenspring Post 123, 
Springfi eld, Va.: 
Chartered March 16 
(18 members)

Post 197, Pawleys Island, S.C.: 
Chartered March 16 
(23 members)

Dan Sowers Post 1925, 
Centralia, Wash.: 
Chartered Feb. 23 (15 members)

Post 65, Lawrenceville, Va.: 
Chartered Feb. 2 (19 members)

[MEMBERSHIP ]

[STATEMENT ]

“Last month, Afghan, allied and U.S. forces launched an operation to push the 
Taliban out of Marjah, a town of about 50,000 people in central Helmand province that 
became a new hub of activity for the Taliban and insurgents after our Marines drove 
them out of nearby Garmsir.

“We successfully pushed the Taliban out of Marjah and are now beginning to 
re-establish government in the area – the second phase of the operation.  A new 
Afghan administrator has been put in place, and the process of building that 
government has begun ....

“After eight long years, we fi nally have a strategy for success in Afghanistan. And we 
have a president who appointed the right leaders in Gen. McChrystal and Ambassador 
Eikenberry and who is willing to provide those leaders with the military and civilian 
experts they need. Success is not guaranteed in this mission. But passing this 
irresponsible resolution guarantees failure in Afghanistan and poses a serious risk that 
we will once again face the same situation that existed on Sept. 10, 2001.”

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Ike Skelton, D-Mo., stating his opposition to H. Concurrent Resolution 248, 

which directs the president to remove U.S. forces from Afghanistan by the end of the year  

[MILITARY AFFAIRS]

The ballistic missile threat

[WAR ON TERROR]

Operation 
New Dawn
Seven years after it 
began, the U.S. campaign 
in Iraq has been renamed 
“Operation New Dawn.” 
The Washington Post 
reports the new name 
will come into force by 
September. According to 
a memo penned by 
Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, the new 
code name aims to 
“recognize our evolving 
relationship with the 
government of Iraq.”

[MILITARY AFFAIRS ]

Air Force shortfalls
The Air Force has lost more than 160 warplanes 

“to accidents and enemy action” since 9/11, according 
to Air Force Magazine. The report concludes that 
“inadequate budgets ... have made it possible for 
USAF to buy few, if any, replacements for aircraft lost 
or retired because of their age, soaring maintenance 
costs or safety concerns.”

The result is a reduction in the fl eet’s size and “a 
growing concern about the Air Force’s future ability 
to meet the demands of combat in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, not to mention those generated by USAF’s other 
global responsibilities.” 

Twenty-six aircraft were lost to combat or 
accidents in operations falling under CENTCOM’s area 
of responsibility, and 103 Air Force personnel have 
been killed in operations related to the two wars.

M
edia Bakery

[LEGION BASEBALL ]

Wisconsin teen ALB’s 
Player of the Year

Tyler Jacobson of Oneida, 
Wis., is the George W. Rulon 
American Legion Baseball Player 
of the Year. He received the 

award from 
National 
Commander 
Clarence Hill 
during the 
Wisconsin 
American Legion 
Midwinter 
Conference on 
Jan. 29. 

Jacobson, who 
played Legion 
Baseball for 
Mixtacki-Johnson 

Post 337 of Pulaski, Wis., will 
receive a $3,500 scholarship and  
attend the 2010 Baseball Hall of 
Fame Classic in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., on June 20. He is currently 
a freshman infi elder for the 
University of Wisconsin-
Platteville.

“I am very humbled and 
honored to represent the 
state of Wisconsin and American 
Legion Baseball as the 2009 
George W. Rulon Player of the 
Year,” Jacobson said. “I would 
like to thank The American 
Legion for sponsoring such 
a tremendous summer 
baseball organization for 
high-school players.”

Page 54



SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 8/17/10.

REG. PRICE $99 .99 
 $5999 

 3000 LB. CAPACITY 
LIGHTWEIGHT 

ALUMINUM
RACING JACK 

SAVE 
$40

SAVE 
41%  

 MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL 

 $3499 

REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99 

LOT NO. 
 67256 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

20%20%OFFOFF
Bring this coupon and Save 20% on one single item purchased at Harbor Freight Tools. Cannot be used with any other 
discount or coupon. One coupon per customer. Coupon not valid on prior purchases or purchase of gift cards or purchase of 
extended service plans. Offer good on in-stock merchandise only. Savings discount percentage off Harbor Freight Tools current 
prices, including sale prices. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies and computer printouts. 
Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this 
offer. This offer is not valid on food or beverage items sold in our retail stores. Valid only in Retail Stores through 8/17/10.

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

See HarborFreight.com/amerleg for additional SUPER COUPONS

We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It’s just 
that simple!  Come see for yourself at 
one of our 330 STORES NATIONWIDE and 
use this 20% OFF Coupon on any of our 
7,000 products. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 

Generators, and much more.

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY,
SERVICE AND PRICE!

√ We Have 10 Million Satisfi ed Customers
√ We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU!
√ Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands
√ Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day!
√ NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY   √   Family Owned & Operated

√√

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

SU
PE

R 

CO
UP

ON
!

TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU OR BUY ONLINE:

HarborFreight.com/amerleg 
or call 1-800-657-8001

330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE

SAVE 
75%   $199 

REG. PRICE $7 .99 

LOT NO.  90899/
98025 

 7 FUNCTION DIGITAL
MULTIMETER 

Item 90899 
shown

SAVE 
65%

LOT NO.  47077 /67425

 $699 
REG. 

PRICE 
$19 .99 

 3" HIGH SPEED 
AIR CUTTER 

Item 47077 
shown

Item 
91039 
shown

LOT NO. 
 91039/67408 

SAVE 
66%  

 $999 

 6" DIGITAL CALIPER 

 Includes two 1.5V 
button cell batteries. 

REG. 
PRICE 
$29 .99 

LOT NO. 
  47257/98563  

Item 47257 shown

SAVE 
$60

LOT NO.  95386/40400/67501 

Item 95386 
shown

 $7999 
REG. PRICE 

$139 .99 

 2 HP, 8 GALLON, 115 PSI
PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR 

 $699 
REG. PRICE $19 .99 

LOT NO. 
97626

 80 PIECE ROTARY 
TOOL SET 

SAVE 
65%  

 $799 REG. 
PRICE 

$19 .99 
LOT NO. 

96289

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 

HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

SAVE 
60  %

hft_amerlegion_0510.indd   1 3/18/10   10:59:11 AM
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AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES
6th Bomb Wing Assn, Roswell, NM, 9/17-18, 
Bobby Pike, (479) 452-7191, bbpik@aol.com; 6th 
Photo 548 RS (Yokota AB, Japan), Philadelphia, 
9/23-26, Joe Widmer, (724) 775-9469, twidmer@
widmerengineers.com; 7th AF 11th Bomb Grp 
Assn, Orlando, FL, 11/3-7, Neal Siebenbruner, (507) 
625-3240, jns@hickorytech.net; 20th AF Mixed 
Grp (Guam), Branson, MO, 9/9-11, Rose Penrod, 
(217) 932-4286, akpicture@hotmail.com; 39th 
Bomb Grp VH (Guam, 1945), New Orleans, 6/16-
20, Pete Weiler, (941) 377-2451, webmaster@39th.
org; 42nd Bomb Wing, 17th, 319th & 320th BG 
(WWII) & 17th & 452nd BW (Korea), Chicago, 
9/2-4, Alex Brast, (941) 639-8616, adbrast@
embarqmail.com; 50th Supply Sqdn (Hahn AB, 
Germany), Branson, MO, 9/13-17, Jesse Lingle, 
(706) 399-7303, dandh1024@verizon.net; 78th 
Air Police/Sec Police Sqdn (All Yrs), 566th Air 
Police Sqdn (Hamilton AFB, CA, 1952-1956), 
Branson, MO, 9/13-16, Ronald Neil, (830) 629-1784, 
ronneil1242@sbcglobal.net; 329th Ftr Interceptor 
Sqdn ADC, Las Vegas, 9/6-9, Jim Geddes, (702) 
478-8549, cpines64@cox.net; 351st Bomb Grp 
8th (Polebrook AB, England, WWII), Seattle, 
6/17-20, Pam Brown, (417) 338-4048; 416th Bomb 
Grp L, Branson, MO, 9/8-12, Wayne Sayles, (417) 
679-2142, wgs@wgs.cc; 461st Bomb Grp H, Oak 
Brook, IL, 9/23-26, Dave Blake, (913) 523-4044, 
reunion@461st.org; 483rd Bomb Grp Assn, Rapid 
City, SD, 9/21-26, George Stovall, (541) 758-0009, 
gstovall@peak.org; 485th Tact Msl Wing, 
Chicago, 6/10-13, Paul Arnswald, (708) 261-2088, 
sgtpaul2004@yahoo.com; 510th, 511th, 509th & 
405th Ftr Grp, Washington, 8/31-9/4, Guy Wright, 
(734) 740-3164, guywright@chartermi.net

511th AC&W Grp, Branson, MO, 9/22-26, Donald 
Simmons, (972) 231-6518, dona7112@sbcglobal.
net; 526th Ftr Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 9/9-12, Tom 
Lane, (419) 668-9446, tomlane@neo.rr.com; 553rd 
Recon Wing First Wave (Korat, Thailand, 1967-
1968), Las Vegas, 10/4-7, Cliff Jensen, (702) 501-
9946, cliff_jensen@1stwave553rdreconwing.com; 
6594th Test Grp & 6593rd Test Sqdn Special, 
Honolulu, 8/16-20, Vern Erickson, (808) 485-0878, 
veerick06@gmail.com; 735th AC&W Sqdn, 
Rockford, IL, 9/8-11, Steve Greef, (815) 544-3682, 
segreef735@juno.com; 774th Tact Airlift Sqdn, 
Abilene, TX, 6/25-26, Robbie Robinson, (806) 
470-7034, wrobin422@yahoo.com; 820th Eng Avn 
Bn (Beale AFB, CA, 1952-1954), Carlisle, IL, 10/1-3, 
Bob Schamber, (713) 473-5015, schamberb@
comcast.net; 866th Avn Eng Bn, Davenport, 
IA, 7/23-25, Karen Baumbach, (404) 843-1377, 
baumbach@bellsouth.net; B-66 Assn, Savannah, 
GA, 9/6-10, Tom Stack, (912) 727-3799, tps@
coastalnow.net; Berlin Airlift Vet Assn (1948-
1949), Mobile, AL, 9/28-10/1, J.W. Studak, (512) 
452-0903; Strategic Air Cmd Abn Cmd Cont 
Assn, Seattle, 9/8-12, Wilton Curtis, (804) 740-2290, 
wcurtis135@aol.com

ARMY
1st Bn HQ & HQ Co 303rd Inf 97th Div (WWII), 
Fort Myers, FL, 10/7-9, Gene Cerra, (239) 267-5306, 
grumpyabe@comcast.net; 1st Cav Div Assn, 
Bloomington, MN, 6/2-6, Julie Wright, (651) 439-
2268, 1stcav-mn@comcast.net; 1st Inf Rgt, 16th 
Inf Rgt & 1st Inf Div (1967-1968), Mooresville, NC, 
7/29-31, Don Dignan, (734) 525-0157, dondignan@
sbcglobal.net; 2nd Eng Spec Bde Army Amph, 
Peoria, IL, 8/20-24, Paul Lieberman, (561) 482-9862, 
seahorse2esb@aol.com; 6th Armd Div, Cincinnati, 
9/29-10/3, Samantha Wolf, (513) 891-9100, 
skwolf@wolfgrp.com; 7/13th Arty, Chattanooga, 
TN, 10/15-17, Robert Adams, (859) 806-5199, 
1adams08@insightbb.com; 10th Mtn Div (All 
Eras), Watertown, NY, 6/30-7/4, Kim Bateman, (206) 
309-1584, kimbateman@yahoo.com; 14th Trans 
Bn AM&S GS (Nha Trang, Tuy Hoa, Phu Hiep, 
Vietnam, 1965-1972), Branson, MO, 11/10-14, Dan 
Quackenbush, (315) 436-0498, quack07011@twcny.
rr.com; 20th Eng Bde (Vietnam), St. Robert, MO, 
7/22-25, Gerald Manint, (217) 678-8159, gmanint@
bement.net; 30th FAB Stn (Erlangen, Germany), 
Rochester, MN, 9/9-11, Lyle Solem, (507) 289-7501, 
ldsolem@aol.com; 31st Inf Rgt, Reno, NV, 8/19-22, 
Tim Miller, (775) 265-3289, timsppic@hotmail.
com; 32nd Const Eng Grp 430th, 439th, 453rd, 
& 434th Bn, 304th & 306th Eng Dump Truck 
Co, “Tandy’s Dandies,” Abilene, KS, 8/13-15, Don 
Henry, (785) 866-5321, dade@ibntelo.com; 35th 
3rd Comm Recon ASA, Rapid City, SD, 9/15-18, 
Ernie Kroeger, (605) 528-3878, uli@unitelsd.com; 
46th Eng Bn, Olive Branch, MS, 9/9-12, MerriAnn 
Anderson, (616) 361-5973, merriann.anderson@
sbc.global.net; 47th Viking 3rd Inf Div (Camp 
Rucker, AL, 1952-1955), Newport, TN, 10/25-30, 
Frank Wentzky, (864) 225-2139; 51st Sig Bn, 
Tacoma, WA, 7/7-10, Tommy Thompson, (817) 326-
4773, boyd@itexas.net; 79th Trans Co DS (Qui 
Nhon, Vietnam, 1965-1972), Branson, MO, 11/10-
14, Art Harrison, (440) 668-0019, jam1996min@
aol.com; 82nd Abn 507th Para Inf Rgt (WWII) 
Paratroopers, Crystal City, VA, 8/27-30, Kathy 
Gault, (732) 350-4241, pir507secy1@aol.com; 
83rd Inf Div Assn, Williamsburg, VA, 8/11-15, 
Cliff Wooldridge, (603) 875-3649; 92nd Armd 
Field Arty Bn (Korea), New Orleans, 11/7-10, Guy 
McMenemy, (281) 469-2819, bravecannons@
sbcglobal.net; 101st Separate Bn AAA, Atlanta, 
7/23-25, John Guy, (404) 633-4649; 148th Inf Rgt 
37th Div, Port Clinton, OH, 8/27-28, Bruce Eberly, 
(937) 773-8625, mabeberly@aol.com; 196th Rgt 
Cbt Team 147th FA 200th Eng (1950-1953), 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/16-18, Dale Cowman, 
(605) 371-8951, dcowm@q.com; 199th lntel 
Inf, Columbus, GA, 6/14-18, Douglas Pate, (256) 
710-5743, dpate06@comcast.net; 218th MP Co 
(Vietnam, 1967-1972), Branson, MO, 9/13-16, 
Dick Reiter, (307) 362-6599, rireiter@wyoming.
com; 238th Eng Cbt Bn Assn (WWII), Baltimore, 
7/15-18, James Druck, (717) 318-2617, jim-druck@
verizon.net; 281st AHC 10th Avn Bn, St. Louis, 
8/4-8, Ken Smith, (916) 201-6965, ksmith9146@sbc-

global.net; 281st MP All Trust Trps, Clearwater, 
FL, 9/23-25, Jim Herring, (727) 786-2088, giacojim@
aol.com; 299th Cbt Eng Brotherhood of Dak To 
Defenders, Branson, MO, 7/29-31, Jay Gearhart, 
(231) 922-3471, jaybird718@charter.net; 304th 
Sig Opns Bn (All Yrs), Wichita, KS, 9/28-30, Gene 
Boskin, (316) 722-5139, budsmart1@yahoo.com

335th Trans Co DS (Chu Lai & Dong Ba Thin, 
Vietnam, 1965-1971), Branson, MO, 11/10-14, 
Ernest McDaniel, (434) 685-3759, revernest@
minister.com; 339th Trans Co DS (Nha Trang, 
Tuy Hoa/Phu Hiep, Vietnam, 1962-1968), 
Branson, MO, 11/10-14, Ralph Frank, (352) 527-9319, 
rf339th@embarqmail.com; 369th Eng Amph 
Support Rgt, Port Angeles, WA, 9/16-19, John 
Singhose, (360) 457-5944; 503rd MP Bn B Co 
(WWII), Mystic, CT, 9/19-22, Peter Joseph, (207) 
872-2225; 503rd Parachute Rgt Cbt Team 
(WWII), Irving, TX, 9/22-26, Marvin Edwards, (903) 
848-7023, me2ce2@cs.com; 516th Eng (Hanau, 
Germany), Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/7-9, Tom Collins, 
(765) 825-6436, tcandwc@yahoo.com; 532nd Eng 
Boat & Shore Rgt, Lynchburg, VA, 9/16-19, William 
Britt, (434) 525-4230; 534th Eng Boat & Shore 
Rgt, St. Louis, 9/14-17, Carol Waters, (636) 938-
4132, cmw21051@yahoo.com; 540th Trans Co GS 
(Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 1965-1971), Branson, MO, 
11/10-14, Wayne Gallant, (916) 543-4856, wayne.
gallant@sbc.global.net; 575th Trans Co SETAF, 
Dallas, 10/1-3, Bob Heemstra, (909) 792-2407, 
ol_bob@earthlink.net; 604th Trans Co DS (Pleiku, 
Vietnam, 1966-1973), Branson, MO, 11/10-14, 
Harald Hendrichsen, (503) 888-6510, harald@604th.
com; 608th Trans Co DS (Dong Ba Thin, Vietnam, 
1967-1972), Branson, MO, 11/10-14, Dan Sippel, 
(912) 876-5014, dsippel@coastalnow.net; 610th 
Trans Co GS (An Khe & Da Nang, Vietnam, 
1966-1972), Branson, MO, 11/10-14, Al Walker, 
(570) 662-2328, colcmsr@frontier.com; 614th AVEL 
DS (Nha Trang/Pleiku, Vietnam, 1966-1972), 
Branson, MO, 11/10-14, Del Belanger, (972) 985-
0002, ch-47hooker@verizon.net

709th MP Bn (Germany, All Eras), Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/14-17, Curt Cree, (715) 458-4571, 
cc709thmp@hotmail.com; 728th MP Bn (Korea), 
Springfield, MO, 6/1-5, Bob Storm, (702) 233-4622, 
lasvegasstorm@webtv.net; 999th AFA Bn (Korea, 
1950-1954), Niagara Falls, NY, 9/30-10/3, John 
Gugino, (716) 947-9145, weegeeskid@live.com; 
Army Med Cmd Japan Assn, Rapid City, SD, 
9/8-11, Charles Jezycki, (707) 257-6818; ASA 
(Korea), Pittsburgh, 10/7-10, John Russell, (724) 
337-0982; ASA 114th Sig Serv 331st Comm 
Recon, Mars, PA, 10/8-10, Leonard Bittner, (724) 
778-9873, lbittner240@zoominternet.net; ASA 
Alpiners Grp, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/14-16, Jim 
Navitivade, (843) 871-5448, natividad1374@yahoo.
com; B Co & Camp Alamo ASA (Korea), Phoenix, 
9/30-10/3, Mel Corning, (602) 995-4018, 
mcorning@cox.net; HQ & Serv Co & 251st 
Processing Co ASA (Frankfurt, Germany, 1958-
1965), Fort Mitchell, KY, 9/16-19, John Greene, 
(859) 273-4992, johncgreene@insightbb.com

How to submit a reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes 

reunion notices for veterans. Send notices to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge.

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication.

Other notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 

with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi-
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem-

berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 
Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be approved 
by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
division. If you are seeking to verify an injury 
received during service, contact your Legion 
department service officer for information on how 
to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion-
naires who served as department commanders or 
national officers.
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HQ 108th Arty Grp, Branson, MO, 6/25-29, Ty 
Cobb, (630) 894-1941, tec425@sbcglobal.net; 2nd 
Inf Indianhead Div Assn, Danvers, MA, 8/18-21, 
Ed Leeming, (401) 783-3638, edleeming238@msn.
com; Survivors of Outpost Harry, San Diego, 
6/10-13, Doug Jones, (360) 466-1945, karkelko@
wavecable.com

JOINT
Cavalier APA 37, Las Vegas, 9/19-23, Ed Kimble, 
(775) 751-0213, barbed41379@yahoo.com; PBY 
Catalina International Assn, Denver, 9/29-
10/3, Don Mortimer, (631) 298-2685, pbydon@
optonline.net; Retired Mil Musicians, Huntsville, 
AL, 9/16-18, Bill Kamp, (256) 533-1674, suevkamp@
aol.com; Terrebonne Parish LST 1156, Las Vegas, 
9/15-19, David Bader, (614) 841-1223, redab@
columbus.rr.com

MARINES
1st Bn 4th Mar Assn, 1st Mar Div & 3rd Mar 
Div, San Antonio, 10/6-10, Brad Bennett, (218) 
722-4589, bradjbennett@charter.net; 2nd Mar 
Div Assn, Reno, NV, 8/23-27, David Brown, (910) 
451-3167, david.brown3@usmc.mil; 3/9 (All 
Eras), Las Vegas, 9/7-10, Robert W. Stewart, (727) 
581-5454, threenineusmc@aol.com; 8th & 1 Assn, 
Washington, 7/21-24, Joe Westner, (301) 520-1589, 
mystery503@aol.com; Counterintelligence Assn, 
San Diego, 9/7-11, Neal Duckworth, (703) 725-0279, 
mccia-chairman@mccia.org; Delta Co 1st Bn 26th 
Mar, Oklahoma City, 8/4-8, George Crawford, 
(405) 277-7786, delta126pltsgt@aol.com; E Co 2/3 
3rd Mar Div (1965-1969), Pensacola, FL, 9/22-26, 
F. Monahan, (814) 239-2722, fredmonahan@
gmail.com; Golf Co 2nd Bn 7th Mar, Pensacola 
Beach, FL, 8/11-15, Ron Myers, (916) 723-7234, 
rlmyers5@comcast.net; H37 1st Mar Div (Korea), 
San Antonio, 6/2-6, Bob Nichols, (727) 392-2886, 
jarheadh37@tampabay.rr.com; Item Co 3rd Bn 1st 
Mar Div (Korea, 1950-1953) I-3-1, San Antonio, 
9/13-17, Paul Volkman, (210) 590-3634; Mar Air 
Cntl Sqdn 9, Branson, MO, 9/8-12, Thomas Boyle, 
(319) 366-0012, tboyle621@aol.com; VMF/VMA 
311, Chattanooga, TN, 9/8-11, Jim Galchick, (330) 
337-9383, jgalchick@neo.rr.com

NAVY
2nd, 4th & 7th Navy Beach Bn, Baton Rogue, LA, 
7/10-15, Julius Shoulars, (757) 853-4061, jshoulars@
cox.net; AE/AOE Sailors Assn, St. Louis, 9/23-27, 
Jerry King, (626) 339-9793, dd694@verizon.net; 
Aeolus ARC 3, Norfolk, VA, 10/4-7, Michael Jarvis, 
(586) 501-3130, jarvis@nandc.com; Alamo LSD 33, 
Pensacola, FL, 6/1-3, Gary W. Moss, (850) 944-3499, 
ponylake10@cox.net; Aldebaran AF 10, Savannah, 
GA, 10/11-13, Ed Pepling, (772) 224-8822, edward@
pepling.com; Altair AK 257/AKS 32, Nashville, TN, 
10/21-24, Richard Reiss, (702) 407-0626, rjr940@
aol.com; Attack Sqdn VA-304, Alameda, CA, 
10/7-10, Tony Lederer, (916) 870-3114, cpotony@
aol.com; Barton DD 722, Mobile, AL, 9/21-25, 
Gene Palinski, (419) 433-2778, dd722ski@aol.com; 
Beach Jumpers, San Diego, 11/4-6, Roy Havekost, 
(904) 287-6909, reunion2010@beachjumpers.com; 
Belle Grove LSD 2, Albuquerque, NM, 7/18-25, 
Russ Pillion, (603) 877-3222, rpillion@comcast.net; 
Blandy DD 943, Port Canaveral, FL, 11/7-11, Bruce 
Cogswell, (754) 293-8760, brucecog@aol.com; 
Bryce Canyon AD 36, Chicago, 10/7-10, Mike 
Nesbit, (619) 562-5690, thenezz@cox.net; Caliente 
AO 53, San Diego, 9/16-19, Patrick Hurton, 
(530) 343-4060, gigandpat@digitalpath.net; 
Canopus AS 9/34, Charleston, SC, 9/9-12, Richard 
Retin, (503) 689-1712, usscanopus@mail.com; 
Chemung AO 30 & Fleet Tankers Assn, Tucson, 
AZ, 10/10-14, Robert McBrayer, (313) 928-3109, 
chemung2010@live.com; Chewaucan AOG 
50, Jacksonville, FL, 10/7-10, John Olsen, (630) 
323-1696, jlolsen1@comcast.net; Cimarron AO 22, 
San Antonio, 10/21-23, Ed Linhart, (402) 896-8749, 
edcimao22@gmail.com; Claxton DD 571, Tampa, 
FL, 11/4-6, William Monfort, (813) 286-1599

Colonial LSD 18, Rapid City, SD, 9/8-11, Loren 
Kerby, (816) 858-3158, kerbyplatte@aol.com; 
Constant MSO 427, Branson, MO, 10/1-3, Howard 
Hill, (918) 787-2577, hill.h@att.net; Cowell DD 547, 
Rapid City, SD, 9/1-4, L.D. Salley, (864) 268-3365, 
isalley2@bellsouth.net; Crash Crew Nav Air 
Facility (Naples, Italy), Muncie, IN, 7/30-8/2, 
Vincent Talluto, (717) 334-9076, vjtalluto2@aol.
com; Crux AK 115 & Alkaid AK 114, Carolina 
Beach, NC, 10/24-27, Wilton Price, (919) 365-5926, 
jeff.price@ssa.gov; Current ARS 22, Branson, MO, 
9/9-12, Jerry Spickler, (317) 908-6886, brickletter@
aol.com; Curtiss AV 4, Tucson, AZ, 9/15-18, Bruce 
Snider, (956) 423-3314, bruceusscurtissav4@rgv.
rr.com; Davidson DE/FF 1045, Branson, MO, 
10/7-10, Dan Kroeger, (440) 944-0604, dk_1045@
yahoo.com; DD 945 & DD 350, Las Vegas, 
10/19-22, Robert Modell, (818) 701-0882, reunion@
usshullassociation.org; Dennis J. Buckley DD/DDR 
808, Buffalo, NY, 10/3-6, Ken Stone, (740) 965-1886, 
kjstone34@aol.com

Deuel APA 160, Chicago, 9/9-12, Richard Oliver, 
(508) 222-6195, rroliver2@verizon.net; Dortch DD 
670, San Antonio, 10/4-7, Ed Olson, (715) 259-7195, 
noslode@yahoo.com; Dyess Assn DDR/DD 880, 
Nashville, TN, 9/8-11, Bob Barkalow, (803) 936-
0680, rbarkalow@sc.rr.com; Enterprise CV 6, Tulsa, 
OK, 6/9-12, Bill Hay, (815) 732-2069; Essex CV/
CVA/CVS 9/LHD 2, Peabody, MA, 9/12-19, Russell 
Carriker, (781) 842-2314, russcarriker@comcast.net; 
Farragut DDG 37, Groton, CT, 7/29-8/1, Kurtiss 
Hullinger, (401) 835-1885, kurthullinger@aol.
com; Foss DE 59, Salt Lake City, 9/22-25, Keith 
Hipwell, (801) 751-1576, farmerkeith@comcast.
net; Francis Marion APA/LPA 249, Branson, MO, 
10/2-7, Bob Martin, (781) 665-9222, swampfox249@
verizon.net; Fred T. Berry DD/DDE 858, Savannah, 
GA, 9/30-10/3, John Titsworth, (203) 531-6618, 
skiptonit@aol.com; Ftr Sqdn VF-92, Sacramento, 
CA, 10/4-8, Ed Ellstrom, (303) 833-3103, edell92@
q.com; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Branson, MO, 
10/25-29, John Kellett, (717) 266-1102, 
johnkwolves@yahoo.com; Halsey Powell DD 686, 
Seattle, 10/13-17, James Wyatt, (435) 752-2026, 
halsey.powell@comcast.net; Hassayampa AO 
145, Oklahoma City, 9/9-11, Norman Barron, (405) 
590-3717, barronnp@aol.com; Hollister DD 788, 
Charleston, SC, 9/29-10/3, Edward Gundersen, 
(518) 842-7126, gunder788@nycap.rr.com; Hornet 
CV 8/CV 12/CVA 12/CVS 12, Tucson, AZ, 10/20-24, 
Carl Burket, (814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com; 
Houston CA 30/ CL 81, Sandston, VA, 9/14-19, 
Donna Rogers, (717) 792-9113, dlr7110@yahoo.
com; Jarvis DD 799, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 10/5-9, 
Joe Tombrella, (772) 978-7854, joengerry@juno.
com; John S. McCain DDG 36, Marietta, OH, 
9/9-12, Raymond H. Filak, (330) 234-6611, rayfilak@
aol.com; Jonas Ingram DD 938, Jacksonville, 
FL, 10/21-24, Pete Ventola, (973) 627-7491, pete.
ventola@att.net

Joseph K. Taussig DE 1030, Mobile, AL, 9/30-10/3, 
Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.
net; Juneau CLAA 119, Albuquerque, NM, 
9/8-12, Edwin Cox, (843) 537-5848, edwincox@
bellsouth.net; Kankakee AO 39, Mobile, 
AL, 9/9-13, Steve Metzler, (828) 349-9495, 
chopper1145@aol.com; Karnes APA 175, Baton 
Rogue, LA, 7/10-15, Julius Shoulars, (757) 853-4061, 
jshoulars@cox.net; Knapp DD 653, Deerfield, 
IL, 8/19-22, Pete Smith, (309) 266-9391, eps@
mtco.com; La Salle LPD/AGF 3, Gettysburg, PA, 
9/16-19, Arnet Hagen, (360) 387-7710, einer2@juno.
com; Lake Champlain CV 39, San Diego, 10/28-31, 
Joseph Stoffel, (828) 256-6008, gcarroll@rochester.
rr.com; Laws DD 558, Reno, NV, 10/6-10, Gene 
Farmer, (913) 294-4244, digefarmer@cebridge.net; 
Mail Serv Vet Assn, Branson, MO, 9/15-19, Mary 
Froderman, (812) 446-3762, mafmath@juno.com; 
Mississippi EAG 128, Wilmington, NC, 10/21-24, 
Paul Shepley, (910) 256-6173, eag128reunion@
yahoo.com; NAS, Minneapolis, 8/28, Jack Iverson, 
(952) 322-1249, thetarjei@charter.net; Nassau 
CVE 16, Nehenta Bay CVE 74 & Airmen VC-66, 
Branson, MO, 11/12-16, Rose Kleinsphen, (585) 567-
8839; Natrona APA 214, New Orleans, 10/19-23, 

Donald Bates, (410) 838-6890, donaldbates27@
yahoo.com; Nav Const Force Support Unit 
3, Kings Mountain State Park, SC, 10/2, Bennie 
Brabham, (352) 473-2850, alfcar23@bellsouth.net; 
New Jersey BB 62, Nashville, 9/29-10/3, Ernest 
Dalton, (210) 275-7886, ps159@sbcglobal.net; 
New Orleans LPH 11, Nashville, 9/15-19, Robert 
G.McAnally, (757) 723-4660, yujack@megalink.net; 
Nicholas DD/DDE 449 & FFG 47, Lake George, 
NY, 10/11-15, David McComb, (518) 644-3268, 
nicholas@domeisland.com; Nimitz CVN 68, 
Scottsdale, AZ, 10/13-17, Myrl Wallace, (805) 937-
0156, bigwallace@comcast.net; NMCB 4, Omaha, 
NE, 10/1-4, Dean Jaeger, (402) 499-5289, kjaeg@
aol.com; NMCB 8, Branson, MO, 10/20-23, Ron 
Sabbatais, (831) 359-0073, sabagus@charter.net; 
NMCB 71 & 71st NCB, Gulfport, MS, 10/12-16, Jerry 
Montecupo, (412) 373-3096, jmontecupo@verizon.
net; Norris DD/DDE 859, Branson, MO, 9/29-10/2, 
Ed Mehl, (302) 541-0685, e.mehl@mchsi.com; 
Northampton CA 26/CLC 1/CC 1, Oklahoma City, 
9/16-20, Ronald Groft, (765) 477-9977, ron.groft@
comcast.net; O’Callahan DE/FF 1051, Nashville, 
TN, 8/4-8, Joe Allen, (608) 289-1035, rascal68@
centurytel.net; Ogden LPD 5, Arlington, VA, 9/2-5, 
Ron Efurd, (918) 267-5129, aefurd@hotmail.com; 
Orcal AVP 49, Warwick, RI, 9/23-25, Stan Ellexson, 
(510) 223-4420, stanellexson@aol.com; Patrol 
Sqdn 24 VP-24, Charleston, SC, 10/21-24, Preston 
Rose, (301) 863-5652, mdrebel@md.metrocast.
net; Perkins DDR 877, Nassau Bay, TX, 9/9-12, 
Dan Jackson, (281) 461-6424, dnjacks@swbell.net; 
Pittsburgh CA 72, Warwick, RI, 8/25-28, Robert 
Griffith, (402) 573-1505, buick452@aol.com

Plymouth Rock LSD 29, Mount Pleasant, SC, 
9/20-23, David Dortch, (870) 236-3725, tazrhon-
dave@yahoo.com; Point Cruz CVE 119, Salt Lake 
City, 9/13-18, William McMillen, (916) 698-8128, 
dstmac@msn.com; Pollux AKS 2 & AKS 4, 
Branson, MO, 10/6-10, Glen Broxson, (850) 994-
0416, glenbroxson@aol.com; Prometheus AR 3, 
San Antonio, 10/1-4, Pete Koppin, (641) 792-5619, 
pvpnavyreunion@gmail.com; Puget Sound AD 38, 
San Antonio, 10/1-4, John Seymour, (901) 853-1450, 
rebels45@yahoo.com; Quincy CA 71 (WWII & 
Korea), Philadelphia, 9/30-10/3, Bill Appler, (410) 
549-0970; Rainier AE 5, Minneapolis, 10/11-14, Bill 
Welch, (918) 386-2449, scrapped1@yahoo.com; 
Remora SS 487, Cincinnati, 9/1-5, Victor Van Horn , 
(708) 609-9840, vvanhorn@tuc.com ; Robert L. 
Wilson DD/DDE 847, St. Louis, MO, 10/7-11, Roger 
Novak, (239) 220-6003, rnovak25841@aol.com; 
Sam Houston SSBN/SSN 609, Norfolk, VA, 10/20-
23, Howard Dobson, (302) 764-1197, howardval-
dobson@verizon.net; Sarita AKA 39, Myrtle Beach 
SC, 9/15-19, Jerry Cross, (812) 246-5071, jwcross56@
sbcglobal.net; Sellers DDG 11, Norfolk, VA, 9/30-
10/3, Delta Hinson, (757) 615-7089, seldewcarwas@
aol.com; Severn AO 61, Scranton, PA, 10/13-16, 
Wayne Williams, (570) 675-3151, beegdblu@aol.
com; Sqdn VA-304 Firebirds, Alameda, CA, 
10/7-10, Tony Lederer, (916) 870-3114, cpotony@
aol.com; Stockham DD 683, Dayton, OH, 9/27-30, 
Richard Himler, (740) 726-2714; Stoddard DD 
566, Toms River, NJ, 9/15-18, Bill Melyan, (732) 
269-5416, keystonewillie@verizon.net; Sunfish 
SSN 649, Charleston/Mount Pleasant, SC, 6/27-7/1, 
Joe Martin, (828) 682-3103, j.s.martin@verizon.
net; Thomas A. Edison SSBN/SSN 610, Groton, 
CT, 10/28-31, William McCance, (860) 464-6758, 
11doc@comcast.net; Toledo CA 133, Arlington, VA, 
9/9-13, Paul Specht, (405) 737-7404, ichisansan@
cox.net; Tolovana AO 64, Washington, 8/4-8, 
Joseph Baer, (508) 278-3724, josephabaer@
yahoo.com; Tortuga Assn LSD 26/46 (All Crews, 
WWII-2010), Burlingame, CA, 9/8-12, Jack 
Hammond, (425) 338-0959, smokearrow8@gmail.
com; Turner Joy DD 951, Minneapolis, 9/30-10/3, 
Dale Sheveland, (952) 937-2667, dalesheveland@
yahoo.com; VA-65 Tigers (All Yrs), Charleston, SC, 
9/15-19, Steve Brinkler, (765) 345-9302, skbrink@
embarqmail.com; Van Voorhis DE 1028, Mobile, 
AL, 9/30-10/3, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, 
marc-a@charter.net; VAP-61 & VAP-62, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 11/3-7, Jim Temple, (757) 721-3077, 
templej2@cox.net 
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LEGION SHOPPER

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-510,

Hannibal MO 63401

www.ClassicRings.com
Code A-510

Rings to Honor
Your Service

VC-12/VAW-12, Norfolk, VA, 9/30-10/3, Dick Bray, 
(585) 576-0595, leighbray@hotmail.com; Vestal 
AR 4, San Antonio, 10/1-4, Pete Koppin, (641) 
792-5619, pvpnavyreunion@gmail.com; VJ-61/
VJ-62, Myrtle Beach, SC, 11/3-7, Jim Temple, (757) 
721-3077, templej2@cox.net; Wakefield AP 21 
(WWII), Hagerstown, MD, 6/18-21, John Hanisak, 
(412) 973-7316, vze5bcf41@verizon.net; Wasp CV/
CVA/CVS 18 Assn, Green Bay, WI, 9/19-24, Richard 
Vanover, (716) 649-9053; Windham Bay CVE 
92, Grand Island, NE, 10/6-10, Nina Jensen, (707) 
374-4393, windhambay@aol.com; Wisconsin BB 
64, Oconomowoc, WI, 9/7-12, Dick Hamann, (804) 
265-5417, dickbb64@directv.net; Yancey AKA 93, 
Boston, 10/1-30, George Clifton, (708) 425-8531, 
clifs@ameritech.net

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 132, CA: Willard McIntosh
Post 102, CT: William A. Pomeroy
Post 293, FL: Robert H. Jenkins Sr.
Post 472, MI: Peter J. Ramik Jr.
Post 39, ND: William R. Anderson, Ivan Ellison, 

James A. Ellison, Gerald W. Johnson, Gordon H. 
Johnson, Marlin Latimer, Virgil Miller, Jerold H. 
Olson, Ronnie Pretzer, Harley G. Stroh, Ted Taylor, 
Dale H. Wasson Sr.

Post 44, NY: Father Michael Morrow

IN SEARCH OF
1st Plt Lima Co 3rd Bn 6th Mar (Camp 

Lejeune, NC, 1962-1964), Larry Cunningham, 
(304) 457-1278, larryccoalminer@aol.com

5th Bn 42nd FA (Fort Bragg, NC & Vietnam, 
1968-1969), Bob Cox, (843) 399-6412

17th Inf Bn (Detroit, 1950), Bill Alli, 
(301) 464-5664, billalli39@verizon.net

34th Air Refueling Sqdn (Offute AFB, Omaha, 
NE, 1960-1963), Jack Graves, (513) 732-6940, 
jgraves11@cinci.rr.com

67th Air Police Sqdn (Feb 1951-May 1952), Joe 
Ryker, (772) 466-6612, conniejoe@bellsouth.net

87th Inf Div 347th Reg 3rd Bn K Co (1942-1943), 
Roland Hebb, (352) 382-3357 

122nd Avn Co (Hanau, Germany), Gary Holt, 
rockytop5701@aol.com

257th Cbt Eng (Germany, 1943-1945), Mel Miller, 
(850) 668-6166

510th Ord Co (Urlau, Germany, 1962-1965), 
Vernon Brewer, (704) 786-1993, 510threunion@
gmail.com

520th MP Co SHAPE (1951-1966), David Brubaker, 
(570) 265-9647, davidw069@yahoo.com

6016 ASO Yoma Test Stn (Yuma, AZ, 1953-1955), 
Stephen Ficara, (562) 368-9932

B Btry 2nd Bn HJ 30th Arty 9th FA Msl Grp 
(Port Sill, OK), Abraham Garcia, (361) 815-6536, 
crpgarcia8@sbcglobal.net

Boot Camp 186th Co (Great Lakes, IL, 1958), 
David Thompson, (703) 768-4399, det007@cox.net

Boot Camp 225th Co (Great Lakes, IL, June 
1973), Greg Micjan, (724) 938-3436 

Dispensary Nav Rec Stn Corpsmen & Wave 
Strikers (Pearl Harbor, 1953-1955), John 
Gergle, (717) 838-4993 

E Co 14th Inf (1971-1972), Ralph Leasure, (301) 
678-6967

HHC 124th Trans Cmd (Cam Rahn Bay, 
Vietnam, 1968-1969), Leon Martin, 
lmartinlabinvestments@hotmail.com

HQ & HQ 24th Co (Camp Walmi Do, Inchon, 
Korea, 1946-1948), John Yocum, (352) 726-1791, 
jlyocum@aol.com

John F. Kennedy CS Div (1968-1971), Rick Mowatt, 
(609) 698-4508, missmare11@comcast.net

LST 501 (1944-1946), Alan Sterling, (301) 229-
3345, alan.sterling@verizon.net

Midway CVA 41 OA Div (WESTPAC, 1965), Dave 
Richey, (707) 568-7278, midway65@sonic.net

MP Co SHAPE (Cousteau, Belgium, July 
1966-2010) David Brubaker, (570) 265-9647, 
davidw069@yahoo.com

Nav SINS Instructors (GMS Dam Neck, VA, 
1967-1970), Kent Hoover, (612) 819-3768, 
skwhoover@aol.com

Navy Boot Camp (Great Lakes, IL, 1942-1944), 
Lloyd Lewis, (402) 333-8719 

Navy Boot Camp 766th Co (San Diego, 
1951), James Guiden, (318) 472-8180, 
guidenjames2@gmail.com

Navy Boot Camp 97th Co (San Diego, 1954), 
Charles Estelle, (201) 262-0753, boxcar_charlie@
verizon.net

Navy Boot Camp NTC 425th Co 2nd Rgt 1st Bn, 
(Bainbridge, MD), James Perdue, (410) 742-9283

Stormes DD 780 (1952-1956), Bruce Aiger, 
(319) 455-2614

USCGC Winnebago WPG 40 Boiler Room & 
Engine Room Crews, Bob Mansfield, (541) 
403-2533

USNSGA Naples (1964-1965), George Banks, (904) 
899-3732, banks_george@yahoo.com

Walker AFB (1942-1967), Mary Gale Wood, (866) 
358-8761, marygale.wood@roswell.enmu.edu

TAPS
Harold D. Atkinson, Dept. of Idaho. Nat’l Distin-

guished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1995-1997.
Johnson E. Davis, Dept. of Florida. Dept. Cmdr. 

1971-1972, Nat’l Advisory Cmte. to the Nat’l Cmdr. 
Memb. 1978-1979, Nat’l Counter-Subversive Activ. 
Cmte. Memb. 1969-1970, Nat’l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Memb. 1967-1969 and 1970-1974, 
Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1974-1980, Nat’l Finance 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1978-1979, Nat’l 
Legis. Cmsn. Consultant 1973-1974, Nat’l Legis. 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1974-1978, Nat’l 
& Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1970-1971, 
Nat’l Publications Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1980-1981 and Nat’l Subcommittee on Cmte. 
Memb. 1976-1977.

Wendell P. Dore, Dept. of District of Columbia. 
Dept. Cmdr. 2009-2010 and Nat’l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2007-2010.

John H. Fugeman, Dept. of Kentucky. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1966-1967, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 
1964-1965, Nat’l Employment Cmte. Memb. 1972-
2010, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1967-1969, Nat’l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1990, 
Nat’l Legis Cncl. Memb. 1975-1978, Nat’l Mbrship. 
& Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1958-1959 and Nat’l 
Rehab. Advisory Board Memb. 1953-1954.

Carl R. Hansen, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1993-1994, 1999-2000 and 2001-2005, 
and Nat’l Public Relations Cmsn. Memb. 1983-
2005.

Rufus U. La Rue, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1980-2008, Nat’l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1999-2000 and Nat’l Mbrshp. 
& Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1978-1980.

Bob Legan, Dept. of Arkansas. Dept. Cmdr. 
1967-1968, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1971-1975, 
Nat’l Cemetery Cmte. Chmn. 1980-1999, Nat’l 
Cemetery Cmte. Memb. 1968-1977, Nat’l Children 
& Youth Cmsn. Memb. 2006-2009, Nat’l Internal 
Affairs Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1977-1979, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1979-1983 and 1985-1990, 
Nat’l American Legion Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 
2003-2006 and Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 1979-1980.

James C. Leichliter, Dept. of Pennsylvania. Nat’l 
Distinguished Guest Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1984-
1991, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1966-
1967, Nat’l Housing Cmte. Memb. 1965-1967 and 
Nat’l & Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 1975-1979.

William T. Mealey, Dept. of Minnesota. 
Nat’l Distinguished Guests Cmte Vice Chmn. 
1997-2003.

Grover C. Schmidt Jr., Dept. of Montana. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1951-1952, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1953-1955, Nat’l Econ. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1956-1957, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1955-
1957 and Nat’l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1955-1956.

Edward J. Yorukoff, Dept. of Ohio. Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1968-1970 
and 1972-1973, Nat’l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1975-1977 and 1981-1984, Nat’l Law 
& Order Cmte. Memb. 1968-1969, Nat’l Mbrshp. 
& Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1978-1979, Nat’l 
Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Cons. 1984-
1985, Nat’l Conv. Cmsn. Ex-Officio Memb. 1986-
1987 and Nat’l Conv. Cmsn. Memb. 1987-2002.                              

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL510, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348

Call 800•223•4103

Earn $25–$100 Per Hour
Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 17¢ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only $75.90 $29.95, receive
everything you need to 
make your first ten
21/4" buttons. Request your
FREE catalog or order today!

www.badgeaminit.com

Ancient  Egypt 
Cruise  &  Tour 

 

Depart Oct. & Nov. 2010 
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●   H AT   P I N S   ●     M E D A L S  ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT

1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, IA 50501

Accepting confirmed orders for the First Strike
quality 2010American Silver Eagle coin, 1 oz.
pure. Due to silver market volatility, you must
phone your ENI coin trader to lock in your ac-
tual price or order on the web at uscoins.com.
Do not send funds without first calling as price
is subject to change without notice. Recom-
mended purchase, 1 mint roll of 20 coins.

Notice of Mint Release
2010 american silver eagle

First Strike Brilliant Uncirculated
Eagles At A Wholesale Price

HEARING AIDS
UP TO 60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
 ALL MAKES & MODELS TERMS ARRANGED
 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ALL MAKE REPAIRS

CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61126
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 

Palmer  Industries  
P O Box  5707APL
Endicott  NY 13763

     One hand operated
         Electric  1, 2, 3 or 4Seaters
                              800 847 1304Free Brochure

Made 

in USA

    2 Seater

www.palmerind.com

Also Pedal/Electric 1 & 2 Seaters & 
Handcycles, Electric Kits forTrikes  

Since

1973

STRONGER
THAN VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription!

(12 pills)  -   100mg    $49.95   

(24 pills)  -   100mg    $89.95   

(36 pills)  -   100mg    $129.95 

* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging

* Money Back Guarantee

Credit Cards & Check By Phone.

1-866-611-6891
Or Send Check or M.O. To:

P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703

 order online www.pillmedica.com

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc

TOLL FREE
Order Line

®

Legionnaires can save money & 
make relocating easy! 

Receive special discounts on your next  
move.

Buying or Selling your home? 
Earn thousands in cash back by using  
our preferred realtors.

VA, FHA & Conventional fi nancing avail- 
able. (Collect $300 closing cost reward) 

Plus, earn more savings and rewards! 

Call 1.8  for details or visit 
http://legion.myhomebenefi ts.com

1.800.871.8864 1.800.524.5533

Page 59



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   MAY 201060

I went to buy some camoufl age trousers the other day, 
but I couldn’t fi nd them.

A CANADIAN lumber camp advertised for 
a good lumberjack. The next day, a skinny 
little man showed up at the camp with his 
axe and knocked on the head lumberjack’s 
door. He took one look at the skinny man 
and told him to leave.

“Just give me a chance to show you what 
I can do,” the skinny man said.

“OK. See that giant redwood over 
there?” the lumberjack said. “Take your 
axe and go cut it down.” The skinny 
man headed for the tree, and in fi ve 
minutes he was back knocking on the 
lumberjack’s door.

“I cut the tree down,” the man said. 
The lumberjack couldn’t believe his eyes. 

“Where did you get the skill to chop down trees 
like that?”

“In the Sahara Forest,” the man replied.
“You mean the Sahara Desert,” the lumberjack 

corrected him. 
“Oh, sure, that’s what they call it now.”

A MAN BOUGHT a new refrigerator for his house. 
He decided to put his old refrigerator in his front 
yard with a sign on it: “Free to good home.” For 
three days, the fridge sat in the yard without even 
one person stopping to look at it.

He fi gured people didn’t trust the deal. It seemed 
too good to be true. So he changed the sign to 
read, “Fridge for sale. $50.”

The next day, someone stole it. TWO ANTENNAS MET on a roof, fell in love and 
got married. The ceremony wasn’t much, but the 
reception was excellent.

DONALD McDONALD went to study at an English 
university and moved into a residence hall.

After a month, his mother visited. “How do you 
get along with the other students?” she asked.

“They’re terribly noisy,” he sighed. “The one on 
that side bangs his head against the wall. The one 
on the other side just screams all night.”

“How do you put up with it?”
“I just ignore them and sit here quietly, playing 

my bagpipes.”

“WE HAVE SOME NEWS coming out of Iran, 
where Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said today that 
they are enriching uranium but not for nuclear 
weapons. And I said, ‘Well, that’s good enough for 
me.’” – David Letterman

“Oh, not much – the usual nutt iness.” 

“She’s only 7, but she texts at a fi fth-grade level.”

“‘Take with water.’ ‘Take with food.’ 
Don’t we have one that says, ‘Take with bourbon’?”
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The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.

FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma

or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with
local co-counsel in state of filing.

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma

patients, please contact:

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 

Asbestos 
Cancer Hits 

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion “Freedom Car”
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And Your LAST CHANCE at Only
Our shoe buyer got a little frisky, knowing that 
next month prices would go up. So he bought

plenty, & the rafters are bursting! 

To make room, we are offering this Last Chance    
Low Price plus FREE Shipping! You still get 

the full Dr. Scholl’s® treatment:

Tri-Level Comfort® insoles with 3 layers 
cushioning. Soft Genuine Leather         

uppers  & smooth manmade trim
with breathable mesh details.

• Padded ankle collars 
• Hand-stitched mocc toe

• Twin elastic gores
• Updated TPR

outsole with 
excellent
traction. 

Black

Pewter
Grey

2-Tone
Natural

Copper
Brown

Twin Gore
for Security

& Ease!

                          Duke Habernickel
#1 Bargain Place Jessup, PA 18434-1834
   

© 2010 Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. Manufactured for Brown Shoe Company, Inc., 
under license from Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc.

Send ___ pairs. I enclose $____________  
purchase price plus $6.99 postage. 
In GA add sales tax.

Imported

Haband #1 Bargain Place
Jessup, PA 18434-1834

Haband.com 
Shop Online: 

Card #_______________________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr. Mrs. Ms.__________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State_____________________________________Zip ___________

2 pairs 55.97   3 pairs 80.95
2999

per pair 

*Genuine Leather
LOAFERS

D & EEE
Widths! 

®

2999

Men’s D Widths:  7 71⁄2 8 81⁄2
9 91⁄2 10 101⁄2 11 12 13

Men’s *EEE Width
($4 more per pair):   8 81⁄2 9 91⁄2

10 101⁄2 11 12 13

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

®

Check

DISC  VER
®

N E T W O R K

On-Line Quick Order

BLACK01
2-TONE NATURALL9

PEWTER GREY6B
COPPER BROWND6

7EN–42J32 WHAT 
SIZE? 

HOW 
MANY? 

WHAT 
WIDTH? 

Only

per pair
Genuine Leather
LOAFERS

FREE
Shipping

per 
pair

LAST CHANCE at this LOW PRICE
and FREE SHIPPING to boot!

FREE
Shipping

FREE 
shipping!

and

Order Now! 

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it  electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive 
your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.
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